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ANN CURTHOYS


CV

Overview

I am a historian who, since beginning my career as a doctoral student in 1968, has worked in various fields, including imperial, women’s, Indigenous, public, labour, media, and genocide history. My work in Australian history has focussed on political, intellectual, and cultural history. I have also worked on historical theory and writing, and the relationship between history and law. 
My academic career has spanned several universities, including Lecturing Fellow in Women’s Studies at ANU (1976-7); lecturer, senior lecturer, and Professor at UTS (formerly NSWIT) (1978-94); Manning Clark Professor of History at ANU (1995-2008); ARC Professorial Fellow at ANU (2007-8) and ARC Professorial Fellow at the University of Sydney (2008-13). I retired in April 2013 and am currently an Honorary Professor at the University of Sydney and an Honorary Senior Fellow at the University of Western Australia. I am also Professor Emerita at the Australian National University. 
My latest book is The Last Tour: Paul and Eslanda Robeson’s Visit to Australia and New Zealand (2025). My best-known works are Freedom Ride (2002); (with John Docker) Is History Fiction? (2005, rev. edn. 2010); and (with Jessie Mitchell) Taking Liberty: Indigenous Rights and Settler Self-Government in Colonial Australia, 1830 – 1890 (2018, pbk 2020).
Current Positions Held
2018 – 
Professor Emerita, The Australian National University

2016-2027
Honorary Senior Fellow, The University of Western Australia

2013-2028
Honorary Professor, The University of Sydney
PUBLICATIONS 
BOOKS
Books published

Sole and jointly authored

Ann Curthoys, The Last tour: Paul and Eslanda Robeson’s tour of Australia and New Zealand, Melbourne University Publishing, 2025. 

(with Shino Konishi and Alexandra Ludewig), Lives and Legacies of a Carceral Island: a biographical history of Wadjemup/Rottnest Island, Routledge, 2022.
Ann Curthoys and Jessie Mitchell, Taking Liberty: Indigenous Rights and Settler Self-Government in the Australian Colonies, 1830 – 1890, Cambridge University Press, 2018.

Ann Curthoys and John Docker, Is History Fiction?, University of New South Wales Press and University of Michigan Press, 2005. Revised edition with new chapter, UNSW Press 2010, UMP 2015, Korean translation published 2013.

Ann Curthoys and Ann McGrath, How to Write History that People Want to Read, UNSW Press, 2009. International edition published by Palgrave Macmillan, 2011.

Ann Curthoys, Ann Genovese and Alexander Reilly, Rights and Redemption: History, Law, and Indigenous People, UNSW Press, 2008.

Freedom Ride: A Freedomrider Remembers, Allen and Unwin, Sydney, 2002.

For and Against Feminism: A Personal Journey into Feminist Theory and History, Allen and Unwin, Sydney, 1988.

Co-Edited:
Ann Curthoys and Joy Damousi (eds), What did you do in the Cold War, Daddy? Personal Stories from a Troubled Time. New South Books, Sydney, 2014.

Ann Curthoys, John Docker and Frances Peters-Little (eds), Passionate Histories: Myth, Memory and History in Indigenous Australia, ANU E Press and Aboriginal History Inc., 2010.

Ann Curthoys and Marilyn Lake (eds), Connected Worlds: History in Transnational Perspective, ANU E Press, 2006.

Mary Spongberg, Barbara Caine, and Ann Curthoys (eds), A Companion to Women’s Historical Writing, Palgrave, 2005.

Ann Curthoys and Ann McGrath (eds), Writing Histories: Imagination and Narration, Monash Publications in History, Melbourne, 2000. Republished 2010 with new preface. 

Henry Chan, Ann Curthoys, and Nora Chiang (eds), The Overseas Chinese in Australasia: History, Settlement and Interactions, Monograph 3, Interdisciplinary Group for Australian Studies, National Taiwan University, 2001.

Ann Curthoys and Julianne Schultz (eds), Journalism:  Print, Politics, and Popular Culture, University of Queensland Press, 1999.

Ann Curthoys, Allan Martin and Tim Rowse (eds), Australians Since 1939, Fairfax, Syme, and Weldon. Volume 10 in the series Australians: A Historical Library. 1987.

Ann Curthoys and John Merritt) (eds), Better Dead than Red: Australia's First Cold War, vol. 2.  Allen and Unwin, 1986.

Ann Curthoys and John Merritt (eds), Australia's First Cold War: Volume I: Society, Communism and Culture, Allen and Unwin, 1985.

Labour History Group (eds), What Rough Beast? The State and Social Order in Australian History, Allen and Unwin, 1982.

Ann Curthoys and Andrew Markus (eds), Who Are Our Enemies? Racism and the Working Class in Australia, Hale and Iremonger, 1978.
Ann Curthoys, Susan Eade and Peter Spearritt (eds), Women at Work, Australian Society for the Study of Labour History, 1975.

Chapters 
Reprint

 “History from Down Under: E. P. Thompson's The Making of the English Working Class and Australia”, originally published in Historical Reflections in 2015, was reprinted in Antoinette Burton and Stephanie Fortado (eds), Histories of a Radical Book: E. P. Thompson and The Making of the English Working Class (New York: Berghahn, 2020).
Published
“Writing Communist History”, in Peter Beilharz and Sian Supski, eds, The Work of History: Writing for Stuart Macintyre, Melbourne University Press, July 2022, pp. 81-84.

Ann Curthoys and Jessie Mitchell, “Self Government”, in Lisa Ford et al, eds, Cambridge Companion to Australasian Legal History, CUP, 2022. 

(with Catherine Kevin and Zora Simic), “Too Much Talk, Not Enough Action? Federal Government Responses to Domestic Violence”, in Carolyn Holbrook, David Lowe, and Lyndon McGarrity, Lessons from History: How the Past Can Help Us Solve our Biggest Problems, NewSouth Books, 2022.
“Humanitarianism in a genocidal age: the tragic story of the Aboriginal prison on Rottnest Island, Western Australia, 1838-1903”, in Joy Damousi, Trevor Burnard, and Alan Lester, eds, Humanitarianism, empire and transnationalism, 1760-1995: Selective humanity in the Anglophone world, Manchester University Press, February 2022. 
“Writing Australia’s Cold War through History and Memoir”, in Judith Keene and Elizabeth Rechniewski, eds, The Cold War: Seeking Meaning, Seeking Justice in a Post-Cold War World, Leiden, Brill, 2018, pp. 25-42.

“Distant Relations: Australian Perspectives on Canadian Confederation”, in Jacqueline D. Krikorian, Marcel Martel, and Adrian Shubert, eds, Globalizing Confederation: Canada and the World in 1867, Toronto, University of Toronto Press, 2017, pp. 194-209.

“Conflicts of Interest, Crises of Conscience: Scots and Aboriginal People in Eastern Australia, 1830s–1861”, in Angela McCarthy and John MacKenzie (eds), Global Migrations: The Scottish Diaspora Since 1600, Edinburgh University Press, 2016, pp. 98-116. 
“The Dog that Didn’t Bark: The Durham Report, Indigenous Dispossession, and Self Government for Britain’s Settler Colonies,” in Karen Dubinsky, Adele Perry, and Henry Yu (eds), Within and Without the Nation: Canadian History as Transnational History, Toronto University Press, 2015. pp. 25-48.
Ann Curthoys and Jessie Mitchell, “How different was Victoria? Aboriginal ‘protection’ in a comparative context”, in Lynette Russell and Leigh Boucher (eds), Settler Colonial Governance in Nineteenth Century Victoria 1851-1900, ANU Press and Aboriginal History Inc, 2015, 183-202.
“A Rent Strike at Purfleet: Barbara Curthoys, the Newcastle Trades Hall Council, and the Strike of 1960-61”, in James Bennett et al (ed), Radical Newcastle, New South Books, 2015, pp. 162-76.
Edited special issues of Journals
Editor of forum on “The Myall Creek Massacre of 1838 – Genocide, War Crimes, Crimes against Humanity?”, Law and History, vol. 5, no. 1, 2018. 

Co-editor with Jane Lydon, Governing Western Australian Aboriginal People: Section 70 of WA’s 1889 Constitution, being a special issue of Studies in Western Australian History, no. 30, 2016. 
Refereed Journal Articles, last ten years
Coercive control, financial abuse, and reproductive coercion and abuse in a settler colony: Western Australia, 1860–1900, Women’s History Review 31 July 2025,  
(with Cath Kevin, Zora Simic), “A Partial View: the limits and value of the legal archive for historicising domestic violence”, History Australia, 23 July 2024. (with Shino Konishi), “The Pinjarra Massacre in the Age of the Statue Wars”, The Journal of Genocide Research, published online: 16 Jan 2022.
(with Shino Konishi), “The Pinjarra Massacre in the Age of the Statue Wars”, The Journal of Genocide Research, published online: 16 Jan 2022.
“Family Violence and Colonisation”, Australian Historical Studies, 2020, vol. 51, no. 2, pp. 146-164. 

“From Montserrat to Settler-Colonial Australia: the intersecting histories of Caribbean slave-owning families, transported British radicals, and Indigenous peoples”, History Workshop Journal, Volume 90, Autumn 2020, pp. 211-232. 
“The Beginnings of Transportation in Western Australia: Banishment, Forced Labour and Punishment at the Aboriginal Prison on Rottnest Island before 1850”, Studies in Western Australian history, no. 34, 2020, pp. 59-78. (This essay was part of the collection, The Carceral Colony, edited by Jenny Gregory and Louis Marshall, that won the Margaret Medcalf Prize awarded by the government of Western Australia.)
(with John Docker), “Stuart Hall and Cultural Studies, circa 1983”, Cultural Studies Review, vol. 23, no. 2, 2017, pp. 162-73. (This essay currently has 8666 reads on ResearchGate.)
“The impossibility of Section 70: Aboriginal protection, amelioration, and the contradictions of humanitarian governance”, Studies in Western Australian History, no. 30, 2016, pp. 13-28.
“History from Down Under: E.P. Thompson’s The Making of the English Working Class and Australia”, Historical Reflections/Réflexions Historiques, Volume 41, Issue 1, Spring 2015, pp. 19-39.
“History as a form of literature: E.P. Thompson’s The Making of the English Working Class”, Text, a special issue on Fictional histories and historical fictions: Writing history in the twenty-first century), no. 28, April, 2015. http://www.textjournal.com.au/speciss/issue28/content.htm
Reviews and roundtables and other journal publications, last ten years
“Lyndall Ryan (14 April 1943 – 30 April 2024): Foundational teacher and scholar in Australian Studies”, Journal of Australian Canadian and Aotearoa/NZ Studies, 4, August 2024, DOI https://doi.org/10.52230/GXJZ3300
Ann Curthoys, “On Looking Back at Who Are Our Enemies? Racism and the Australian Working Class”, Labour History, no. 126, May 2024, pp. 9-24. 

“Lyndall Ryan’s impact on Australian history research will be felt for many years to come”, The Guardian, 1 May 2024. 
Ann Curthoys, Cath Kevin, Zora Simic, “’Groundhog Day’: 40 years of Australian government responses to domestic violence reveal a bumpy road to change”, The Conversation, 7 May 2024, 
“The work of feminist history”, Lilith: a feminist history journal, no. 28, January 2023, 105-108.
(With John Docker and Lyndall Ryan), “Harry, Meghan and the Republic”, Inside Story, 
Review of Diane Kirkby Maritime men of the Asia-Pacific: True-blue internationals navigating labour rights, 1906-2006, for Labour History 125 (November 2023): 203-4.
“An invitation to remember: a massacre in Western Australia”, a review of Kate Auty, O’Leary of the Underworld: the untold story of the Forrest River Massacre (La Trobe University Press, 2023), in Australian Book Review 453 (23 May 2023).
Review of Hilary Carey, Empire of Hell: Religion and the Campaign to End Convict Transportation in the British Empire, 1788–1875 (OUP), in Victorian Studies, vol 63 no 3, 2021, pp. 458-60. 
Review of Megan Davis and George Williams, Everything You Need to Know about the Uluru Statement from the Heart (UNSW Press, 2021) and Henry Reynolds, Truth-Telling: History, Sovereignty and the Uluru Statement (NewSouth, 2021.) in Australian Historical Studies, 52:4, 2021, pp. 644-648
“Histories of a Radical Book: A roundtable conversation on empire, colonialism, and E.P. Thompson’s The Making of the English Working Class”: Antoinette Burton (University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign), Stephanie Fortado (University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign), Clare Anderson (University of Leicester), Caroline Bressey (UCL), Ann Curthoys (University of Sydney), Isabel Hofmeyr (University of the Witwatersrand), Utathya Chattopadhyaya (UC Santa Barbara) Journal of Colonialism and Colonial History, vol. 22, no. 2, Summer 2021.  
Review of George K. Behlmer, Risky Shores: Savagery and Colonialism in the Western Pacific, in American Historical Review, vol. 125, no. 3, June 2020, pp. 968-970. https://doi-org.ezproxy.library.sydney.edu.au/10.1093/ahr/rhaa216
Review of Samia Khatun, Australianama: The South Asian Odyssey in Australia, in The English Historical Review, vol. 135, no 573, April 2020, pp. 509-512, https://doi-org.ezproxy.library.sydney.edu.au/10.1093/ehr/ceaa041
Review of Michelle Arrow, The Seventies: The Personal, the Political and the Making of Modern Australia, in History Australia, 2019, vol. 16, no. 3.
“Introduction to special issue Alter/Native Spaces,” Journal of the European Association for Studies of Australia, vol. 10, no. 2, 2019, pp. 2-9.
“Introduction” to forum “The Myall Creek Massacre of 1838 – Genocide, War Crimes, Crimes against Humanity?”, Law and History, 2018. 

Review of Leonie Stevens, Me Write Myself: The free Aboriginal inhabitants of Van Diemen’s Land at Wybalenna, Monash University Publishing, 2017, for Australian Historical Studies, May 2018. 
Review of Jeff Sparrow, No Way but This: In Search of Paul Robeson and Jordan Goodman, Paul Robeson: A Watched Man, Labour History, no, 114, May 2018, pp. 209-211
(with John Docker), “Stuart Hall: Reflections, memories, appreciations”, Cultural Studies Review, vol. 22, no 1, 2016, pp. 302-6. 

“Settler Self-Government versus Aboriginal Rights: The shocking history of Section 70 of the Western Australian Constitution”, in Dino Franco Felluga (ed.), BRANCH: Britain, Representation and Nineteenth-Century History. Extension of Romanticism and Victorianism on the Net. Web. 2015. 
Introduction to symposium entitled “Australian history beyond Australia: Humanitarianism, internationalism and the problem of race”, History Australia, vol. 12, no. 1, 2015, pp. 69-74.
