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We acknowledge the tradition 
of custodianship and law of the 
Country on which the University of 
Sydney campuses stand� We pay our 
respects to those who have cared 
and continue to care for Country�
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Leanne Cutcher 

“Engagement 
outside our 

disciplinary and 
institutional 

boundaries has 
been the hallmark 
of our practice as 
both researchers 
and educators�”

In the three years since its inception the Discipline of 
Strategy, Innovation and Entrepreneurship (SIE) has 
delivered on its mission to produce impactful research 
and generate practical, actionable knowledge�  
Engagement outside our disciplinary and institutional 
boundaries has been the hallmark of our practice as both 
researchers and educators� 

SIE colleagues have engaged in ground-breaking, 
multi-disciplinary research collaborations with the 
Sydney Environment Institute and Sydney Nano� At 
Sydney Nano members of the Discipline are embedded in 
scientific teams bringing an entrepreneurial mindset and 
commercialisation focus to the research from the earliest 
stages� Our engagement with Sydney Environment 
Institute  centres on ensuring a cross-disciplinary 
approach  to the challenges of climate change�  

In just three years we have led the development 
of two multi-disciplinary teaching programs – the 
undergraduate Major/Minor in Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship and the postgraduate Strategy, 
Innovation and Management specialisation� 
This specialisation is the only multi-disciplinary 
specialisation in the Master of Commerce program�  
I am especially proud of the Major/Minor in 
Innovation and Entrepreneurship which is the most 
multidisciplinary, cross-faculty undergraduate teaching 
program at the University� The highly innovative program 
enables students to build on the core of the program 
offered by our Discipline with units of study from other 
Disciplines within the Business School as well as five 
other faculties or university schools� Innovation and 
entrepreneurship necessitates a multidisciplinary 
approach and this exciting new program will equip 

our students with cross disciplinary perspectives 
and experience working in diverse teams� Our 
award-winning RARE program continues to engage in 
partnerships with social and Indigenous enterprises to 
co-create culturally appropriate solutions to community  
identified challenges� 

For me, one of the highlights of the past three years was 
welcoming Elders from the Waltja Tjutangku Palyapayi 
Aboriginal Corporation to our Discipline and to have 
the privilege of listening to them� I am grateful to all our 
RARE partners for their generosity and for the privilege 
they afford our students of being able to engage with 
them and learn alongside them� 

The Discipline is also home to GENESIS, a start-up 
program for students, staff and alumni from across 
the University� Engagement with the entrepreneurship 
community lies at the heart of the program and we 
are privileged to work with a group of generous and 
open-hearted entrepreneurial mentors who work 
with the University’s most promising start-ups� In 2020 
we were delighted to receive a $100,000 donation 
from Access Corporate Group to support the work 
of GENESIS� 

It has been a privilege to lead a group of highly engaged 
and innovative scholars and educators� I am excited 
about future engagements with even more partners 
from across the University, business and community 
to imagine and implement innovative solutions to key 
societal challenges� 

Professor Leanne Cutcher 
Head of Discipline

From the Head of Discipline
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The Discipline of Strategy, Innovation and Entrepreneurship 
(SIE) brings together academia, business, government 
and civil society organizations to catalyse and research 
innovation and strategy-making for a sustainable future�

About the Discipline
Imagining business not as usual approaches 
to societal challenges

We are a diverse and inclusive group that is 
connected and engaged� Driven by ambitious 
standards of excellence, we produce impactful 
research and practical, actionable knowledge for 
business, government and society�

Our work aims to:
 − inspire and equip leaders to create and 

capture opportunities to design and implement 
innovative strategies in their organisations�

 − shape the evolution of innovation ecosystems 
and contribute to policy dialogue in ways 
that advance the public interest�

 − improve commercialisation outcomes 
for inventors and entrepreneurs both 
inside and outside academia�

 − champion technological and social 
innovation towards the achievement of 
an inclusive and regenerative society�

 − partner with social and Indigenous enterprises 
to co-create culturally informed solutions 
to community identified challenges�
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Innovative Multidisciplinary Teaching

The Discipline of Strategy, Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship is at the forefront of innovative and 
multidisciplinary teaching�  

The reimagination of the Master of Commerce 
led to the formation of the Strategy, Innovation 
and Management specialisation which furthered 
our commitment to offering ground-breaking 
multidisciplinary programs that solve real-world 
business problems�  

From 2022, the Discipline of Strategy, Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship will house the University of Sydney’s 
first multidisciplinary, cross-faculty major/minor in 
Innovation and Entrepreneurship�  

Our academic staff have also contributed to the 
development of specialty, high-level units of study 
for the Advanced Studies Program, Daylell Scholars 
Program, award-winning MBA Program and the Master 
of Management�
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Strategy, Innovation and 
Management Specialisation 
Associate Professor Steve Meisiek and Professor 
Leanne Cutcher and members of the the 
discipline integrated and redesigned three existing 
specialisations in the Business School's esteemed 
Master of Commerce Program to create a new, 
multidisciplinary specialisation in Strategy, 
Innovation and Management (SIM)�

The SIM Specialisation: 
 − brings together three disciplines (Strategy, 

Innovation and Entrepreneurship; Work 
and Organisational Studies; International 
Business) to collaborate on design and 
delivery of a leading specialisation� 

 − equips students with the knowledge, frameworks 
and tools that strategic thinkers & innovators 
use to address the business challenges posed 
by a turbulent global environment, while 
also improving the social and environmental 
accountability of their operations� 

 − hones students negotiation, teamwork and 
leadership skills to work effectively in established 
and entrepreneurial organisations� 

“I loved SIEN6002 as this course was all 
about the real world, what is happening now, 
today, this week, what did we hear, what 
did we read, this made each class more 
approachable, engaging and enjoyable�”
Madison Robins
Managing Sustainability, (SIEN6002) student

“I wasn’t sure if a professional in the public service and for 
purpose sectors would benefit from a foundation unit in 
strategy, innovation and management� However the subject 
was a great addition to my Master of Agriculture� I learnt 
the basic principles of these disciplines and how they apply 
in times of crisis� The pandemic is an interesting time to be 
doing anything, but the teaching of this unit challenged me 
to bring my thoughts together on managing the risks and 
opportunities we now face!”
Andrew Stanton
Foundation in Strategy, Innovation and Management (SIEN5001) student

“The class gave me valuable exposure to innovation and a fresh perspective 
on different topics like public research and industry interface, role of 
failure and innovation ecosystems which were coupled with relevant 
industry examples across different sectors� The weekly quizzes were my 
favourite as they bridged the gap between theory and real-life cases� 
 
The most challenging and at the same time rewarding was the Mercularis 
group report, it was different from any other assessment I have done at 
the University of Sydney�

I highly recommend all students take this unit�”
Rashidah Nabasirye
Innovation Ecosystems (SIEN6004) student

Postgraduate
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Undergraduate

Studies; Business Law) as well as five other faculties 
and university schools (Architecture, Design & 
Planning; Conservatorium of Music; Faculty of 
Science; Faculty of Engineering; Faculty of Arts & 
Social Sciences)� Diverse cohorts of students will be 
provided with opportunities to combine knowledge 
from their ‘home’ faculties/schools’ to creatively 
solve real world problems� The United Nations’ 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are built into 
its first year core units as 17 frontiers for innovation 
and entrepreneurship�
 
The new Major underlines the Business School’s 
and the University’s commitment to meaningful 
impact, and is timely in light of pandemic-induced 
conversations about the importance for Australia 

of developing sovereign capabilities in strategic 
technologies and manufacturing and leveraging 
social innovation to achieve recovery and resilience�

Dalyell Scholars Program
Throughout 2020 Dr� Bernhard Resch has been 
involved in developing a comprehensive Business 
Dalyell curriculum encompassing four units of study� 
He has been working in close collaboration with 
Dr� Sandra Alday-Seno and her team, producing 
a road map and explainer video to advertise the 
interlocking units around innovation, sustainability, 
and grand challenges� Simultaneously he re-
invented his unit ‘BUDL2901: The Art and Craft of 
Co-creation’ for mixed delivery�

Major in Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship
The SIE Discipline has created a new 
multidisciplinary Major/Minor in Innovation & 
Entrepreneurship, which will be available to
undergraduate students from the Business School 
as well as from six other faculties/schools across 
the University as of 2022�
 
The ground-breaking, world class Major was 
conceptualised and designed by SIE’s Professor 
Steven Maguire, in collaboration with Professor 
Martin Tomitsch (Director of Innovation, 
Education Enterprise & Engagement)� It is the most 
multidisciplinary major in the University of Sydney, 
comprising units of study from five Business School 
disciplines (Strategy, Innovation & Entrepreneurship; 
Marketing; Information Systems; Work & Organisation 
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Advanced Studies Program
From 2019, our academics have worked tirelessly 
to develop units of the highest quality for the 
Bachelor of Advanced Studies students�

Design-Led Strategy 
Developed by Professor Eric Knight and 
Christopher Murphy, students confront the 
challenge facing truly pioneering companies which 
is to develop customer-centric products and 
services that are aligned with the company strategy� 
Design thinking methodologies are applied to 
demonstrate understanding of the challenges 
facing strategy implementation�

Social Innovation in Indigenous 
Communities
Jared Harrison and Dr Jarrod Vassallo devised a 12 
credit point unit, Social Innovation in Indigenous 
Communities�  This unit provides students with 
the opportunity to learn how to apply business 
knowledge and skills to address complex social 
problems� Students work alongside Indigenous social 
enterprises to help solve a problem identified by the 
project partners as crucial to their organisations' 
success or a community's long term sustainability�

Entrepreneurship Project
Alex Carpenter developed a unique project unit 
that utilises Intellectual Property developed by 
the University of Sydney that has not yet been 
commercialised, giving Students in the Bachelor 
of Advanced Studies the opportunity to build their 
own businesses using these assets, providing real 
entrepreneurship experience�
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Community and Corporate Engagement
RARE Program

Remote and Rural Enterprise (RARE) Program is a 
community-engaged learning program the enables 
students to work collaboratively with enterprises and 
academic staff to deliver action-research projects that 
solve real world challenges, creating enormous value 
for entrepreneurs and their communities�

Established by Richard Seymour, now managed by 
Jared Harrison, RARE has mobilised 145+ projects 
within Australia (over 75% of students have worked with 
Indigenous sponsors since 2016); 15+ in Asia (Vietnam)�
Currently embedded within three Units of Study (inc� 
Social Entrepreneurship for undergrads and postgrads, 
IBUS3108 & SIEN6005;  IBUS3106 Vietnam intensive)�
The RARE Program is The University’s longest running 
Indigenous focused enterprise program� Jared Harrison 
and Dr Jarrod Vassallo (Senior Lecturer) developed 6 
brand new engaged partnerships with high profile and 
influential Australians and partners including: 

 − Waltja Tjutangku Palyapayi Aboriginal Corporation, 
which services remote communities across 
a quarter of the Northern Territory and 
operates from Alice Springs, designed to scale 
their arts and cultural tourism opportunities 
with a strong focus on branding�

 − Bawinanga Aboriginal Corporation, servicing 
32 homelands around Maningrida in West 
Arnhem Land, NT where students worked on 

strategic plans for entrepreneurship hubs to 
support local businesses and cultural tourism 
initiatives at the Ji-bena community�

 − Award winning Indigenous writer, Bruce 
Pascoe’s Black Duck Foods enterprise, aimed 
at commercialising the ancient Indigenous 
agricultural practices Bruce discusses in his 
award-winning book, Dark Emu and create 
opportunities for cultural transference 
and employment for local Yuin people�

 − Australian of the Year award recipient, Bernie 
Shakeshaft’s BackTrack Works initiative, developing 
solutions to expand their range of social enterprise 
training and employment opportunities, particularly 
for young women in the New England region�

 − Mogo Local Aboriginal Land Council Arts and 
Cultural Tourism activities to expand revenue 
streams for the local Mogo Indigenous Ranger team�

 − City of Sydney’s City Farm project: an urban 
agricultural farm designed to bring communities 
together around sustainable farming and 
food practices where RARE teams worked 
on membership, engagement and education 
and social enterprise initiatives to transition 
the farm to 100% community ownership�

“There are many barriers to creating 
and operating a business in a remote 
community in Arnhem Land that the 
RARE program can help overcome� 
To have fresh eyes looking at an 
issue from a different perspective 
and generating new ideas on local 
problems� The RARE students were 
highly multicultural and brought their 
innovative thinking to Maningrida”
Clem Bresson
Enterprise Development Manager  of Bawinanga 
Aboriginal Corporation Maningrida, NT

RARE won the Engagement 
Australia Excellence in Community 
Engagement Award, Association for 

Tertiary Education Management 
(ATEM) 2018�

Key Achievements 

Scoping of new projects in 
Maningrida, Alice Springs, 
Mogo, Eden, Mallacoota, 

Narrabri, Moree, Armidale and 
Metropolitan Sydney�

Received NCP Funding through 
Sydney Global Mobility for the 

RARE Vietnam Unit in 2018, 2019, 
2020 & 2021� 

Since 2018 40 strategic 
(student) business reports to 

social enterprises in 
Australia and Vietnam�

98 students have travelled 
on-country for action 

research in remote Australia 
and Vietnam�
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Genesis

“Whether you have a working prototype 
or just an idea, this will be the most 
productive eight weeks you'll ever spend 
at uni�”
Nicole Buskiewicz 
Founder and CEO, Advoc8

The Genesis program exists to support the most 
promising startups through mentoring from experts, 
assistance with media exposure and a final award 
of $25,000� 

At the beginning of 2020, there were around 200 
startups actively engaged in the Genesis program�

Each semester, we accept the best startups from 
across the university community� Successful startup 
teams gain one-on-one access to industry mentors 
and advisors, a database of entrepreneurship 
resources, networking events and media exposure�

The Genesis program culminates in the Finale, 
where finalist teams present their progress for the 
chance to receive $25,000 equity-free funding 
and a range of bespoke coaching and support 
opportunities�

Alex Carpenter, Sydney Genesis Manager, has 
worked tirelessly to ensure Sydney Genesis is the 
leading Entrepreneurship program in Sydney, “one 

of the reasons we run Genesis is to build a deeply 
supportive entrepreneurial community based on 
empowerment and respect,”�  Carrying on the 
legacy of Genesis’s founder, the late Professor 
Richard Seymour, Alex has taken the program to 
new heights with more than 1000 University of 
Sydney alumni, students and staff have completed 
the Genesis program, who have then raised over 
$55 million, creating more than 900 jobs�

“Genesis was an incredibly supportive program with 
talented startups that allowed our business to focus, 
learn and advance - no artificial milestones or things 
to do, only focusing on what your business actually 
needs to progress� Great industry connections with 
knowledgeable people that are passionate about 
helping� Would 100% recommend any startup to 
participate” Jill Berry Co-founder of Adatree�

The start of 2021 saw University of Sydney alumni 
and co-founders of Access Corporate Group 
(a four-year-old startup with more than 2000 
employees) Livia Wang and Warren Liu generously 
donate $100,000 on behalf of the company to help 
entrepreneurs at the University of Sydney scale-up� 

Over 1000 University of 
Sydney alumni, students 

and staff have completed 
the Genesis program 

More than $55 million of 
capital has been raised 

by the start-ups

Genesis Start-ups 
have generated over 

900 jobs
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Multi-disciplinary Research Collaborations

Engaged Innovation Scholarship for 
Impact – the inaugural ‘Catalyst’ 
project at Sydney Nano

 − The Engaged Innovation Scholarship for Impact aims 
to leverage the strength of Australian Universities 
research with new capabilities in science 
commercialisation to achieve the ISA’s 2030 vision� 

 − The project is led by Steve Maguire, Eric Knight 
and Maria Rumyantseva and joined by Post-
Doctoral Research Associate, Jarryd Daymond� 

 − Received HREC approval for an externally 
focused component of the project 
(Perspectives on Innovation Ecosystems) 

 − Received HREC approval for internally 
focused component of the project, i�e�, 
ethnographic research engagements with 
academic inventors or inventing teams� 

 − In discussion with Faculty of Medicine & 
Health regarding opportunities to write the 
Engaged Innovation Scholarship approach 
into various NHMRC funding applications�

Collaborations with the Sydney 
Environment Institute
Professor Christopher Wright is a key researcher 
and one of the founding members of the Sydney 
Environment Institute (SEI)� As one of the University’s 
eight designated Mutlidisciplinary Initiatives, SEI 
brings together researchers from different faculties 
to explore how societies are identifying, living and 
adapting to climate change and other environmental 
challenges� Professor Wright is a member of the 
Unsettling Resources Group within SEI and is a 
research lead on projects exploring climate change 
hotspots and low-carbon transition in the energy 
sector� During 2020, he organized a highly publicized 
visit to Australia by award winning US climate scientist 
Professor Michael E� Mann from Penn State University� 
This visit resulted in a number of corporate and public 
speaking events and numerous media engagements 
and publications�

Collaborations with the Sydney 
Vietnam Initiative
Professor Leanne Cutcher and Drs Jarrod Vassallo 
and Linh Nguyen are members of the Sydney Vietnam 
Initiative� This multidisciplinary initiative which is lead 
by Associate Professor Greg Fox from the Sydney 
Medical School, brings together scholars from a range 
of faculties to collaborate with scholars in Vietnam 
with the aim of producing research that will improve 
the lives of Vietnamese people� Currently, Leanne, 
Jarrod and Linh are engaged in a research project that 
is supported by colleagues at the Woolcock Institute 
based in Vietnam� This project explores the role of 
social enterprises in delivering health care services to 
vulnerable communities in Vietnam, including people 
living with HIV/Aids and sex workers� In 2021, Professor 
Cutcher will head the Business Innovation node, one 
of seven research nodes in the soon to be launched 
Sydney Vietnam Centre�
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Achievements
In addition to publishing in the top ranked journals, 
The Discipline of Strategy, Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship have excelled and won awards in 
other fields� 

In the period 2018-2020, the Discipline of Strategy, 
Innovation and Entrepreneurship have published over 
45 articles in the top tier journals encompassing a 
range of subjects�

Spotlight on our most published topics:

Centre for Social Impact Best Paper Award
Professor Steven Maguire received the “Best Research 
Paper Award 2020” from the Centre for Social Impact 
in Australia (a collaboration linking the University of 
New South Wales, University of Western Australia and 
Swinburne University of Technology) for his paper on 
“Post-Inquiry Sensemaking: The Case of the ‘Black 
Saturday’ Bushfires” in collaboration with Dr� Graham 
Dwyer (Swinburne University) and Professor Cynthia 
Hardy (University of Melbourne)

SAGE’s inaugural 10-Year Impact Award 
Professor Andreas Rauch received the award in 
2020 for his outstanding research in the fiield of 
Entrepreneurship�

Excellence in Research Award for Established 
Researcher 

Professor Chris Wright received the award in 2019 for 
his outstanding climate change research�

SAP Best Paper Award & Caroline Dexter Award
In 2019, HDR Student Fannie Couture was awarded 
the SAP Best Paper Award and Caroline Dexter 
Award at the Academy of Management Conference� 

Academy of Management Best Paper Award
In 2019, HDR Student Afreen Choudhury received a 
Best Paper Awrad for her work with Dr Stephen Zhang� 

Fellow of Royal Society of NSW 
In 2020, Professor Leanne Cutcher was awarded 
Fellowship to the Royal Socoety of NSW

Top Downloaded Paper Award
Professor Steve Maguire received the Top 
Downloaded Paper Award (2018-2019) from the journal 
Environmental Toxicology & Chemistry in recognition 
of immediate impact

Sydney University Postgraduate Representative 
Association (SUPRA) Teacher of the Year Award

In 2019, Professor Chris Wright received the 
prestigious SUPRA Teacher of the Year Award� 

Sydney University Postgraduate Representative 
Association (SUPRA) Supervisor of the Year Finalist 

In 2019, Professor Andreas Rauch was a Supervisor of 
the Year Finalist�

Research Excellence

Pa
ge

 2
2

Pa
ge

 2
3

sy
dn

ey
.e

du
.a

u



Our People

Prof Guy Ford Dr Yeonji Seo

Prof Andreas Rauch Mr Jared HarrisonProf Dan Lovallo Dr Jarrod Vassallo

Prof Chris Wright Mr Percy Knight Ms Angela O'Brien 

Prof Leanne Cutcher Dr Bernard ReschProf Suresh Cuganesan Dr Maria Rumyantseva

Prof Steven Maguire Mr Alex Carpenter

Assoc Prof Massimo Garbuio Assoc Prof Stefan Meisiek

Assoc Prof David Oliver Dr Mattia Anesa Dr Jarryd Daymond
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Maegan Baker PhD

Donna Denyer PhDAfreen Choudhury PhD

Stephanie Dunk PhD

Mina Askovic PhD Jed Austin PhD

Fannie Couture PhD

Jan Kucic-Riker PhD Juvina Lai PhD

Bonnie Stanway PhD Macarena Tabilo PhD

Higher Degree Research Students
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For more information
The University of Sydney 
Business School
Discipline of Strategy, Innovation 
and Entrepreneurship
sie�deo@sydney�edu�au 
sydney.edu.au
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