
SYDNEY CANCER CONFERENCE  9-10 September 2021

TIME STREAM 1 STREAM 2 STREAM 3 POSTERS AND EXHIBITION ON-DEMAND

Session 1

9:30 am

9:45 am

10:27 am

11:02 am

11:37 am

Session 2 is proudly sponsored by 

Session 2 
Chairs

Omics 
Prof Rosemary Balleine, Dr Laveniya Satgunaseelan

Social determinants of cancer 
Prof Anne Cust, Dr Amy Vassallo

Precision medicine I 
Dr Justin Wong, Dr Sumit Sahni

11:52 am sponsor message sponsor message sponsor message

11:53 am

A/Prof Mark Cowley  
Children’s Cancer Institute; ACRF and UNSW Medicine

Dr Emma Webster  
Rural Health, FMH, The University of Sydney
Who is the gardener? Racism as a social determinant of health

Prof Matt Dun  
University of Newcastle and HMRI
Pharmcoproteogenomics for the development of combinatorial 
treatment regimens for paediatric high-grade gliomas.

12:13 pm

Dr Ali Azimi 
FMH Westmead Clinical School, The University of Sydney
Investigating Proteome Changes Between Primary and 
Metastatic Cutaneous Squamous Cell Carcinoma Using Mass 
Spectrometry

Ms Merran Findlay  
RPAH and Chris O’Brien Lifehouse

A/Prof Alexander Swarbrick 
Garvan Institute of Medical Research
Exploring solid cancer ecosystems with cellular genomics

12:33 pm
Dr Camelia Quek
96: Identifying and targeting novel immunosuppressive driver 
mechanisms in young melanoma patients

Dr Elvin Cheng
107: Female hormonal factors and lung cancer death in never-smokers: 
results from China Kadoorie Biobank

Dr Angela Ferguson
118: High-dimensional and spatial analysis reveals immune landscape 
dependent progression in carcinoma

12:48 pm
Mr Lionel Leck
146: Targeting Mitochondrial Dynamics to Prevent Drug Induced 
Cancer Stem Cells & MDR in Glioblastoma

Dr Jie-Bin Lew
25: Tailored colorectal cancer screening for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples

Dr Liz Caldon
115: Endocrine therapy reprogramming of breast cancer leads to 
metastatic recurrence via Rac signalling

1:03 pm
Dr Julia Steinberg
33: Genomic testing to identify CRC patients with Lynch syndrome: 
current practice and gaps in Australia

Dr Deanne Jenkin
112: Australian multiple myeloma incidence and mortality trends from 
1982-2016 and projections to 2040

Dr Caroline Atkinson
122: Elevated P-glycoprotein confers resistance to multiple 
chemotherapies in high-risk neuroblastoma

1:18 pm
Dr Nicholas Nikesitch
158: CMA mediates the ARPI stress response in prostate cancer, 
promoting ARPI treatment resistance

Ms Nuray Yasemin Ozturk
81: Knowledge and screening practices of cervical cancer among 
migrant women living in Sydney, Australia

Dr Benjamin Heng
78: Aggressive breast cancer subtype eats tryptophan!

1:33 pm

Prof Anna DeFazio  
The University of Sydney and WIMR

Prof Karen Canfell  
The Daffodil Centre and FMH, The University of Sydney

Prof Roger Reddel 
The University of Sydney; CMRI; CellBank Australia, ProCan®
Integrating proteomic data into cancer precision medicine. Sponsor exhibition + Mini-orals (Posters) 

available online on demand

1:53 pm Designated exhibitor meeting time

Session 3 
Chairs

2:08 pm

2:09 pm

2:44 pm

3:19 pm

3:59 pm

Session 4

4:14 pm
4:15 pm

4.30 pm

5:15 pm Opportunity to speak with poster presenters 
(1 hr, 5:15-6:15 pm)

Porfessor Mark Scott AO, Vice-Chancellor and Principal, The University of Sydney 

Sponsor exhibition + Mini-orals (Posters) 
available online on demand

Opening Ceremony and Plenary 
Chairs: Dr Kimberley Docking and Dr Helen McGuire

Uncle Allen Madden - Welcome to Country

Dr Kimberley Docking and Dr Helen McGuire SCC2021 Co-Chairs 

Prof Theresa Whiteside  
Professor of Pathology, Immunology and Otolaryngology, University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine; Member, UPMC Hillman Cancer Center, Pittsburgh, USA
Tumor-derived exosomes: their role in immune regulation and as biomarkers of cancer progression

Prof Richard Scolyer  
Conjoint Professor, The University of Sydney, FMH Translational Research Collective; Co-Medical Director Melanoma Institute Australia and Senior Staff Specialist at The Royal Prince Alfred Hospital & NSW Health 
Pathology.
Zero Deaths from Melanoma: Progress To Date and Prospects for the Future

Short Break (15 min)

Professor Robyn Ward AM, Executive Dean of the Faculty of Medicine and Health, The University of Sydney

The Hon Bronnie Taylor, MLC, Minister for Mental Health, Regional Youth and Women

Sponsor exhibition + Mini-orals (Posters) 
available online on demand

Break until evening session 

Designated exhibitor meeting time

Short Break (15 min) 

sponsor message

Dr Stephen Friend
Visiting Professor of Connected Medicine-University of Oxford, President/Founder- 4YouandMe, Chairman CoFounder of Sage Bionetworks
Precision Medicine from Genomics to use of Wearables to detect individual symptom trajectories

Prof David Thomas 
Head, Genomic Cancer Medicine; Garvan Institute of Medical Research; Director, The Kinghorn Cancer Centre; Chief Executive Officer, Omico: Australian Genomic Cancer Medicine Centre; Conjoint Professor, St 
Vincent's Clinical School, Faculty of Medicine, UNSW
Precision medicine: from targeted therapies to management of cancer risk

PANEL: NSW Cancer Strategy 2021 and beyond 
Professor Anna DeFazio, Chair, the Cancer Research Network and Sydney Cancer Partners
Dr Emma Heeley, Manager, Grants & Data Intelligence, Strategic Research Investment, Cancer Institute NSW
Professor Don Nutbeam, Executive Director, Sydney Health Partners
Professor Karen Canfell, Director, The Daffodil Centre

Short Break (15 minutes)

Professor Anne Cust, Deputy Director, The Daffodil Centre, The University of Sydney, a joint venture with Cancer Council NSW; Melanoma Institute Australia; The University of Sydney
Dr David Waddington, ACRF Image X Institute, Sydney School of Health Sciences

Q&A panle forum

Ms Fiona Pearson,  Research Support Manager, Faculty of Medicine and Health 

Delegates log in, familiarise selves with platform and view virtual exhibition and virtual posters

Dr Kimberley Docking and Dr Helen McGuire, SCC2021 Co-Chairs 
Welcome and housekeeping

 RESEARCH FUNDING WORKSHOP 
Dr Helen Mcguire

Professor Julie Redfern and Professor Ollie Jay, Research Academic Directors (Researcher Development, Output and Impact), Faculty of Medicine and Health 

PLENARY - PRECISION MEDICINE 
Prof Tim Shaw, Dr Dianne Sylvester

10:00 am



The Evening Clinical Sessions are proudly sponsored by:

Session 5
Chairs

Evening clinical session I
Prof Michael Boyer, Prof Alexander Engel

Evening clinical session II 
Prof Geraldine O'Niell, Prof Stan Sidhu

7:00 pm Introduction Introduction
7:04

7:06 pm

Dr Tracy King 
Cancer Nursing Research Unit, The University of Sydney
Wombats and Devils: Measuring the impact of corticosteroids in 
those with multiple myeloma

Dr David Chan 
Kolling Institute
Can PET scans replace biopsies for neuroendocrine tumours?

7:26 pm

Dr Anupriya Agarwal 
NHMRC Clinical Trials Centre, The University of Sydney
Title of talk: Let's talk money: How can we navigate the costs of 
cancer?

Prof Patrick Schlegel 
WIMR, The University of Sydney

7:46 pm

Dr Geeta Sandhu  
Cancer Institute NSW
Getting the dose right – Development of the International 
Consensus Guideline on Anticancer Drug Dosing in Kidney 
Dysfunction

Prof Jacob George 
WMR, Westmead Hospital and The University of Sydney
The future burden of primary liver cancer: MAFLD

8:06 pm

Dr Kimberley Docking
School of Health Sciences, The University of Sydney
New National Clinical Practice Guidelines to Improve Speech, 
Communication & Swallowing in Children with Cancer

Dr Ines Silva 
MIA, Westmead, Blacktown Hospitals,The University of Sydney
Challenges in the era of immunotherapy

8:26 pm

Prof Jonathan Clark 
Chris O’Brien Lifehouse

A/Prof Angela Chou 
Kolling Institute
A novel postneoadjuvant regression grading system predicts 
outcome in patient with resected pancreatic cancer

8:46 pm

Dr Luciano Dalla-Pozza 
The Children's Hospital at Westmead

A/Prof Emily Blyth 
Westmead Hospital and WIMR, The University of Sydney
Advanced cell therapies for safer and more effective stem cell 
transplant

9:06 pm

Sponsor exhibition + Mini-orals (Posters) 
available online on demand

Message from Sponsor: Merck Healthcare

Thursday 9 September 2021 - Evening Sessions

End of clincial session and day



TIME Stream 1 Stream 2 Stream 3 POSTERS AND EXHIBITION ON-DEMAND

9:00 am

Session 6    
Chairs

10:00 am

10:01 am

10:36 am

11:06 am

12:06 pm

Session 7 
Chairs

12:20 pm

12:21 pm

12:41 pm

1:26 pm

Session 8 is proudly sponsored by 

Session 8 Drug development and new technologies
A/Prof Kellie Charles, A/Prof Thomas Grewal

Supportive care & patient experience 
Prof Kate White, Ms Jingjing He

Cancer immunology
Prof Georgina Clarke, Prof Mark Gorrell

1:41 pm Sponsor message Sponsor message Sponsor message

1:42 pm

Dr Tristan Rawling 
Mathematical and Physical Sciences, UTS
Targeting the proton gradient across the mitochondrial inner 
membrane for anticancer drug development

Dr Jasmine Yee 
Exercise and Sport Sciences, The University of Sydney

Dr Kavitha Gowrishankar 
WIMR
T cell therapies- using native, chimeric and transgenic receptors

2:02 pm
Dr Bekesho Geleta
45: Targeting NDRG1 to inhibit bi-directional oncogenic cross-talk 
between pancreatic cancer and stroma

Ms Lauren Ha
39: Improving physical activity levels among childhood cancer 
survivors: A digital educational program

Dr Kazi Nahar
20: Systemic myeloid cells and local T cells propel immunotherapy-
induced colitis

2:17 pm
Mr Josef Gillson
90: Overcoming the chemoresistance mechanisms in pancreatic cancer 
via targeting the AMPK energy pathway

Dr Rebecca Venchiarutti
66: Health literacy and cancer care coordination among patients with 
head and neck cancer

Miss Tiffany Tang
38: Patient-derived xenograft (PDX) mouse models to test novel cell 
therapies for leukemia

2:33 pm Dr Lin Xiao
71: Targeting chromatin potently inhibits leukaemia progression in MLL-
rearranged leukaemia models

Ms Dorothy Drabarek
153: Patient experiences of melanoma self-surveillance using mobile 
digital technology.

Dr Mawar Karsa
34: CBL0137 promotes CART-cell therapy against MLL-rearranged 
leukaemia2:47 pm

Session 9 
Chairs

Precision Medicine II
Dr Camelia Quek , Dr Leonard Goldstein

Psycho-Oncology 
A/Prof Jo Shaw, Dr Carolyn Mazariego-Jones

Medical Radiation Sciences 
Prof Dale Bailey, Dr Ernest Ekpo

3:02 pm

3:03 pm

Dr Emily Colvin 
Kolling Institute and The University of Sydney
The role of lncRNAs in the ovarian tumour microenvironment

Rachel Campbell
Quality of Life Office, The University of Sydney
Measuring what matters MOST in ovarian cancer clinical trials 
and clinical practice.

Prof Patrick Brennan 
Medical Radiation Sciences, The University of Sydney, DetectED-X
Multiple academic outputs from a simple educational initiative

3:23 pm

Prof Jean Yang 
The Universtiy of Sydney
Harnessing single-cell data for cancer

Prof Phyllis Butow  
PoCoG & CeMPED, School of Psychology;  SoURCe, Institute of 
Surgery, The University of Sydney
A clinical pathway for anxiety and depression (ADAPT) in the 
cancer setting: Implementation outcomes.

Prof Annette Haworth 
Medical Physics, Faculty of Science, The University of Sydney
Biologically Targeted Radiotherapy: utilising imaging 
biomarkers to characterise tumour heterogeneity for precision 
radiation therapy

3:43 pm
Dr Robert Finnegan
99: A Three-Dimensional Computational Model of Prostate Cancer 
Biology

Ms Sarah Ratcliffe
126: Moral distress among oncology and palliative care HCPs in 
Australia: A qualitative study.

Dr Caterina Brighi
15: Stability of multiparametric MR imaging biomarker-derived dose 
prescriptions for glioblastoma

3:58 pm
Prof Mark Molloy
100: Integrated Molecular Analysis of Polyps (IMAP) study to 
understand how bowel polyps develop 

Dr Jennifer Cohen
36: Canteen Connect: The evaluation of an online health community for 
AYAs impacted by cancer

Miss Faiqa Mudassar
54: Investigating Novel Treatments to Improve Radiation Response in 
Diffuse Intrinsic Pontine Glioma

4:13 pm
Session 10
Chairs

4:28 pm

5:00 pm

SCC2021 Speaker's Affiliations
ACRF - Australian Cancer Research Foundation FMH - Faculty of Medicine and Health (The University of Sydney) PoCOG - Psycho-Oncology Co-operative Research Group UoN - University of Newcastle
ANU - Australian National University HMRI - Hunter Medical Research Institute RNSH - Royal North Shore Hospital UTS - University of Technology Sydney
CeMPED - Centre for Medical Psychology & Evidence-Based Decision-Making MIA - Melanoma Institute Australia SOuRCe - Surgical Outcomes Research Centre WIMR - Westmead Institute for Medical Research
CMRI - Children's Medical Research Institute MQ - Macquarie University UNSW - University of New South Wales

Designated Exhibitor meeting time

Sponsor exhibition + Mini-orals (Posters) 
available online on demand

Sponsor exhibition + Mini-orals (Posters) 
available online on demand

PANEL: Cancer Consumers in Research                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Facilitated by Ms Kathryn Leaney and Mr Murray McLachlan, Cancer Voices NSW

Mr Tony Maxwell - Cancer survivor and consumer reviewer + 
Prof Lisa Horvath - Chris O'Brien Lifehouse; Central Clinical School, The University of Sydney; The Kinghorn Cancer Centre 

Ms Lillian Leigh - Cancer Australia and Thoracic Oncology Group of Australasia +  
A/Prof Nick Pavlakis - The University of Sydney; The Thoracic Oncology Group of Australasia; Genesis Care and RNSH                    

A/Prof Lynette Riley - Sydney School of Education and Social Work,Indigenous Studies and Aboriginal Education, The University of Sydney + 
Ms Karen Littlejohn - The Foundation for Breast Cancer Care

Friday 10 September 2021

END OF CONFERENCE

Prof Fran Baum 
Southgate Institute for Health, Society and Equity, College of Medicine and Public Health, Flinders University

PANEL: Social Justice in Cancer Care                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Facilitated by A/Prof Haryana Dhillon, School of Psychology, The University of Sydney    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Prof Fran Baum - Southgate Institute for Health, Society and Equity, College of Medicine and Public Health, Flinders University                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Prof Alex Broom - Sydney Centre for Healthy Societies, Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, The University of Sydney                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
A/Prof Kelvin Kong - MQ, UNSW, UoN, HMRI, Menzies School of Health Research, John Hunter Hospital, John Hunter Children's Hospital, and Hunter ENT                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Prof Karen Canfell - The Daffodil Centre, FMH, The University of Sydney                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
A/Prof Lisa Whop - National Centre for Epidemiology and Population Health, ANU

Break (15 minutes) - Lunch / exhibition / posters

CONSUMER FOCUS
Ms Kathryn Leaney and Mr Murray McLachlan, Cancer Voices NSW

Ms Kathryn Leaney
Cancer Voices NSW
Consumers shaping research

sponsor message

Prof Ethan Basch 
NC Cancer Hospital; UNC Gillings School of Global Public Health; Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center, The University of North Carolina, USA
Symptom Monitoring with Electronic Patient-Reported Outcomes in Cancer Care

Sponsor exhibition + Mini-orals (Posters) 
available online on demand

Closing remarks & awards presentation 
Dr Helen McGuire and Dr Kimberley Docking, SCC2021 Co-Chiars 
Professor Anna DeFazio, Conveynor, the Cancer Research Network, Faculty of Medicine and Health, University of Sydney

Closing remarks & awards presentationDr Helen McGuire and Dr Kimberley Docking, SCC2021 Co-Chiars 
Professor Anna DeFazio, Conveynor, the Cancer Research Network, Faculty of Medicine and Health, University of Sydney

Short break (15 minutes)

Short break (15 minutes)

PATIENT EXPERIENCE & SOCIAL JUSTICE
A/Prof Haryana Dhillon

Opportunity to speak with poster presenters 
(1 hr, 9 - 10 am)
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