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ABSTRACT

Cryopreservation practices are an essential dimension of contemporary life
sciences. They make possible the freezing and storage of cells, tissues and
other organic materials at very low temperatures and the subsequent thawing
of these at a future date without apparent loss of vitality. Although
cryotechnologies are fundamental to reproductive technologies, regenerative
medicine, transplantation surgery and conservation biology, they have largely
escaped scholarly attention in science and technology studies, anthropology
and sociology. In my talk, I will explore the crucial role of cryopreservation in
affecting temporalities and the concept of life. The talk is based on the thesis
that in contemporary societies, cryopreservation practices bring into existence
a new form of life: “suspended life”. “Suspended life” enables vital processes
to be kept in a liminal state in which biological substances are neither fully
alive nor dead. I will examine how “suspended life” is assembled, negotiated,
mobilised, and practiced by exploring two distinctive fields of investigation
and sites of cryobanking: oocyte freezing to extend fertility and rearrange
reproductive futures and the cryopreservation of endangered or extinct
species with the prospect of “bringing them back to life” by employing
reproductive and genetic technologies. The talk will address how new
regulatory and legal issues emerge around practices of cryopreservation and
the concept of “suspended life”.
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