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The history of archaeology is marked by significant figures, some for their discoveries that changed 
the discipline forever, others for the new perspectives gained from their seminal writings, and still 
others through the sheer force of their personalities. 

This Series will examine the lives and times of nine major figures in archaeology, some famous for 
discovery (Woolley, Petrie, Caton-Thompson, Bass, Mellaart), some for new perspectives on the 
field (Childe, Brothwell) and some for intrepid early explorations (Stark, Bell). All, through their 
research, writings and discovery changed the field of archaeology forever. 

This fully illustrated lecture series will explore the life and works of a selection of great 
archaeologists and explorers, discuss their significance to their contemporaries, and how their work 
is considered today.  

To Book 
https://sydney.onestopsecure.com/onestopweb/V9P/tran?UDS_ACTION=DEFAULT&UDS_ACTION_DAT

A=988 

GREAT ARCHAEOLOGISTS PROGRAMME 
April 10 
  

10am Leonard Woolley: Digging up the Past at Carchemish, Ur and Alalakh..  Dr James Fraser   
British Museum 

11am  Sir Robert Mathew Flinders Petrie 
‘The Father of Pots’ and Champion of Small Finds.  

Mrs Maree Browne 
University of Sydney  

April 17 
  

10am Two Gertrudes: Gertrude Bell and Gertrude Caton Thompson Dr Kate da Costa 
University of Sydney 

11am Don Brothwell: The Birth of Archaeological Science 
  

Professor Keith Dobney 
University of Sydney 

April 24 
  

10am Freya Stark: Jewels of the Near East through Freya Stark’s eyes 
  

Dr Catriona Bonfiglioli  
Councillor, NEAF, UTS 

11am Beneath the Seven Seas: The Life and Legacy of George Bass (1932-2021)  Dr Joseph Lehner 
University of Sydney 

May 1 10am V Gordon Childe and the University of Sydney 
 

Professor Roland Fletcher  
University of Sydney 

11am One Upon a Time in Anatolia: the extraordinary career of James Mellaart 
 

Associate Prof Phillip Edwards 
Latrobe University 

  

https://sydney.onestopsecure.com/onestopweb/V9P/tran?UDS_ACTION=DEFAULT&UDS_ACTION_DATA=988
https://sydney.onestopsecure.com/onestopweb/V9P/tran?UDS_ACTION=DEFAULT&UDS_ACTION_DATA=988
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SATURDAY 10 April 

10.00am Dr James Fraser  

‘Digging up the Past’ with Leonard Woolley at Carchemish, Alalakh and Ur 

If you could re-live the life of any Middle Eastern archaeologist, then Sir 
Leonard Woolley would be top of the list. He cut his archaeological teeth 
working with T E Lawrence at the Hittite city of Carchemish; he led the 
Expedition to Ur and excavated the Royal Tombs, considered one of the 
most significant discoveries of all time; and he campaigned at al-Mina 
and Alalakh on the Turko-Syrian coast.  
 
His book, Digging Up the 
Past, inspired countless 
students to embark on 

archaeological careers, myself included.  In this lecture, 
we journey across the Middle East as we trace Sir 
Leonard Woolley's extraordinary life and examine some 
of his most spectacular archaeology finds. In this talk, we 
examine his excavations at the Neo-Hittite capital of 
Carchemish, the Sumerian Royal Tombs at Ur, and the 
Amorite city of Alalakh. Image By © Marie-Lan Nguyen / Wikimedia 

Commons, CC BY 2.5, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=23283384 
 

11.00am Maree Browne 

‘The Father of Pots’ and Champion of Small Finds. Sir Robert Mathew Flinders Petrie 

Also known as the Father of Modern Egyptology, Flinders Petrie with his wife Hilda and the backing 
of Amelia Edwards and the Egyptian Exploration Society, explored and excavated an extraordinary 
number of sites in Egypt and Palestine from 1881 to 1942. Giza, Amarna, Naucratis, Tanis and Tell 
el’Ajjul (Gaza) were among the more than fifty sites with which he is associated.  

While fellow archaeologists worked on the great monuments, often 
discarding the broken and less valuable remains found there, Flinders 
Petrie set about building a complete picture of the sites he excavated 
by recording and dating these supposedly unimportant remains. Using 
these finds and a system of dating - sequence dating 
- a system he introduced to the discipline, he was 
able to give a much more complete picture of the 

cultures that were being studied.  The disciplines he introduced are the basis of 
modern archaeology. This lecture will cover both these techniques and some of 
the sites he excavated.   

 

Image by Unknown author - THE PETRIE MUSEUM OF EGYPTIAN ARCHAEOLOGY: http://www.ucl.ac.uk/museums/petrie, Public Domain, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=23518371  Wooden statuette of a hawk from Cemetery G Abydos, Donated by the 
Egypt Exploration Fund 1925, University of Sydney CCW Museum NM 25.24 Courtesy of CCW Museum 
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SATURDAY 17 April 

10.00am Dr Kate da Costa 
Two extraordinary early archaeologists – Gertrude Caton Thompson and Gertrude Bell 
 
As a side-line during her extensive career in Palaeolithic Egypt, Gertrude Caton Thompson led an all-
female expedition to undertake the third examination of Great Zimbabwe in 1928. Unlike earlier 
investigators, she was sure it was part of a local African cultural tradition. Her conclusions rested on 
field techniques not commonly used at the time – she was meticulous in recording where artefacts 
were found within a stratified excavation, and she made use of air surveys to identify sites. She dug 
mainly in Egypt, although her work stretched from Malta to Yemen. She was ‘The Archaeologist’ Freya 
Stark struggled to deal with during their winter in Arabia.  

Gertrude Bell is possibly best known for her political work, above all in the establishment of modern 
Iraq and the installation of Hashemite kings in several Middle Eastern countries after World War I.  
Her authority was based on decades of travel from 1892 in the Levant, Mesopotamia and Persia (using 
the terminology of the time), her fluency in Farsi, Arabic, and her understanding of the cultures and 
heritage of the region.  

She is buried in Baghdad, not far from the National Museum she 
established, operating under the antiquities laws she drafted, 
and the British School she endowed. But she was no mere patron. 
She worked with Ramsay at Binbirkilise, mapped Ukhaidir, and 
was involved in excavations at Carchemish, Nuzi and Ur. She 
wrote to her father: “If you had read the latest German 
archaeology books, you would be wild with excitement at seeing 

where I am”.  (The Desert and the Sown, 1907)  

Image Gertrude Bell and participants at the Cairo Conference 1921 By Unknown author -
https://www.cliohistory.org/thomas-lawrence/cairo/,   Public Domain, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=89102795 

11.00 am  Professor Keith Dobney 

Don Brothwell: The Birth of Archaeological Science 

Donald Reginald Brothwell, FRAI (1933 – 26 September 2016) was a British 
archaeologist, anthropologist and academic, who specialised in human 
palaeoecology and environmental archaeology. He had worked at the 
University of Cambridge, the British Museum, and the Institute of Archaeology 
of University of London, before ending his career as Professor of Human 
Palaeoecology at the University of York.  

He has been described as "one of the pioneers in the field of archaeological 
science”.   

We are delighted that Head of School, Professor Keith Dobney will present this, his first lecture to 
our NEAF audience.  
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SATURDAY 24 April 

 
10.00am   Dr Catriona Bonfiglioli 
Jewels of the Near East through Freya Stark’s eyes 

 
Freya Stark emerged from an unconventional Anglo-European family life 
with a deep curiosity about the Levant. Her recovery from a traumatic 
accident combined with her experience in independent travel, riding, 
nursing, and commercial gardening underpinned her fearless adventures 
through Middle Eastern countries familiar to many NEAF members. Her 
voracious reading informed her literary style with flowing prose, classical 

allusions, and powerful metaphors. Long before her first trip to the Levant, Freya was comparing her 
more local adventures to the epic journeys in ancient works such as Virgil's Aeneid and Homer's 
Odyssey.  
 
An extraordinary woman for her time whether she was rafting down the Euphrates or riding 
horseback through Anatolia, Freya provides inspiration to us all to travel to distant cities, live 
amongst the locals, learn language and culture, and share our stories through words and pictures.  
 
Take a journey through key points along her travels through Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, Iran, Libya, Arabia, 
and Turkey. Insights from her autobiography, her bookshelf and images of striking sites will help us to 
understand the magnitude of her courage and curiosity, the range of her roaming, and the scope of 
her literary contribution to travel writing of a finer kind. Her journeys across lands of myths and 
legends and visits to archaeological and historical sites we long to see are the subject of this talk by 
Catriona Bonfiglioli herself a sometime travel journalist and member of the NEAF Council. (Image Euphrates 

River Jayel Aheram from Iraq, USA. - Flickr, CC BY 2.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=3064981 
 
11.00 am Dr Joseph Lehner 
“Beneath the Seven Seas”: The Life and Legacy of George Bass (1932-2021) 

 
Professor George Bass is often quoted as beginning his lectures by saying “Long 
before people made pottery, domesticated animals, or grew crops, they knew 
how to make seafaring vessels and to cross open water.” Yet despite this 
fundamental relationship between people and the sea, it was not until the 1960s 
that George began to apply scientific excavations to underwater shipwrecks, 
starting with the excavation of the Cape Gelidonya shipwreck as a PhD student.  

Over the next half century, George led revolutionary investigations of shipwrecks 
off the coast of modern Turkey, spanning many archaeological periods. Through 
the course of his work, he developed the field of scientific underwater 
archaeology, helped establish the Bodrum Underwater Archaeology Museum 
and the Institute of Nautical Archaeology, which now supports manifold 

research projects and students across the globe.  

This presentation is an honour to George’s life and legacy as a scholar, innovator and mentor to 
generations of archaeologists.
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May 1 

10.00 am Professor Roland Fletcher 
Vere Gordon Childe and the University of Sydney 

Gordon Childe is the most famous, eminent and highly regarded 
archaeologist of the 20th century. In the 21st century he continues to 
be the respected world-wide. Childe’s work had a profound impact on 
archaeology, which extended far beyond Europe where he did his 
research and beyond his use of the concept of cultural diffusion. 
Childe was a student at the University of Sydney, graduating in 1913 
when he won the Francis Anderson prize for philosophy, He inclined 
towards a Marxist view of history and was strongly and vocally opposed to conscription in World War 
One. He was appointed the appointed to the Abercrombie Chair in Archaeology at the University of 
Edinburgh and in 1925 he published his most famous work, The Dawn of European Civilisation. His 
research integrated European archaeology, explained the development of the cultural identity of 
Europe, and affirmed the self-creating capacity of humankind. In 1946 he became Director of the 
Institute of Archaeology now in University College, London. On his retirement and return to Australia 
in 1957 he was awarded an Honorary Doctorate by the University of Sydney. In the same year he fell 
to his death at Govett’s Leap in the Blue Mountains, near where he grew up. (Image courtesy of the 
National Archives).  

 
11.00 am Associate Professor Phillip Edwards 
One Upon a Time in Anatolia: the extraordinary career of James Mellaart 
As the 1960s dawned the young archaeologist James Mellaart had already won acclaim as the doyen 
of prehistoric archaeologists in Turkey. Then came the Dorak Affair, followed by a 
series of baffling publications on apparently non-existent sites and finds.  

During the 1950s and early 1960s, the British archaeologist James Mellaart 
garnered an unrivalled status as the leading practitioner of prehistoric Anatolian 
archaeology. He had discovered and excavated Bronze Age Beycesultan, 
Chalcolithic Hacilar and the sensational Neolithic site of Çatalhöyük. But there was 
also his claimed encounter with a mysterious young Turkish woman on a train, leading to his 

announcement of the fabulous Dorak Treasure. The treasure never 
surfaced and subsequently Mellaart’s reputation became gravely 
tarnished.  

This talk reveals the extent of Mellaart’s preoccupation with unverifiable 
archaeological claims. From 1954 until (posthumously) 2018, he 
published a remarkable range of non-existent archaeological materials 

and data. radiocarbon Whereas Mellaart’s earlier inventions involved non-existent places and objects, 
those of his later career were more damaging because he developed fabricated claims about his 
genuine, early discoveries at the important archaeological sites of Hacilar and Çatalhöyük. In this talk 
we seek to unravel what really happened.  

Image:https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:%C3%87atalh%C3%B6y%C3%BCk,_7400_BC,_Konya,_Turkey_-
_UNESCO_World_Heritage_Site,_12.jpg 
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HOW TO BOOK 

  Please go to book via our NEAF website.  

https://sydney.onestopsecure.com/onestopweb/V9P/tran?UDS_ACTION=DEFAULT&UDS_ACTION_DAT

A=988 

You can register for the whole series at a discount, or book for specific Saturdays. 

 

- NEAF Members:  $20 per session   All 4 sessions: $60 

- Non-Members  $30 per session   All 4 sessions: $90 

- All Students are Free. 
 
Please note – a minimum of 20 attendees is required for each lecture for this series to run – our 
upper limit is 300 per lecture. 
 
All lectures will be delivered by Zoom. 

ZOOM MEETING ID 
Once payment is received a receipt and Meeting ID and password will be sent to you. 
 
To avoid the Meeting ID being passed onto anyone who has not paid, participants will be matched 
against a list by their log-in screen name to ensure they are a financial participant. Please ensure 
your zoom log-in screen name correctly identifies you. If you are dialing in via telephone, please 
ensure the number listed when booking on our website is the same used when connecting via 
telephone. 

FORMAT 

Our Introduction will start at 9.55am. 

 

The lecture will start at 10am and there will be an opportunity to ask a few questions after this 
lecture. 

 

The second lecture will begin at 11.05am and finish at 12 noon.  

 

There will be question-time after the second lecture – aiming for the entire session to finish at 
approximately 12.30pm. 

 

 

 
 

https://sydney.onestopsecure.com/onestopweb/V9P/tran?UDS_ACTION=DEFAULT&UDS_ACTION_DATA=988
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