
The Zoroastrian tradition 
has its roots in Central 
Asia in the first or even the 
second millennium BCE 
but we see little of it in 
the material record until a 
massive floruit in Sasanian 
times from the 3rd century 
CE onwards. This talk will 
provide a background to 
the rise of the Zoroastrian 
tradition and the material 
and architectural evidence 
that tells its story.

Professor Alison Betts is Professor of Silk Road Studies at the University of 
Sydney and the Director of the University of Sydney Central Asian Programme. 

Professor Betts’s research interests include the Epipalaeolithic to Bronze Age 
Levant on the arable/steppe margins, the pre- and proto-history of Central 
Asia, the background to Zoroastrianism, nomadic peoples, nomad/state 
relations, early pastoral communities, game drives, lithic studies, graffiti and 
rock art, and the prehistory of herbal medicine.

PUBLIC LECTURE
THE NEAR EASTERN ARCHAEOLOGY FOUNDATION

WEDNESDAY 18 MAY 2016

The Council of the Near 

Eastern Archaeology 

Foundation invite you to our 

series of public lectures.

Wednesday 18 May 2016

Centre for Classical and 
Near Eastern Studies of 
Australia (CCANESA)
Level 4 Madsen Building F09 
University of Sydney

6.30 to 7.30pm followed by a 
light supper

Bookings are essential for this 
event. We prefer prepayment by 
13 May 2016.

All prepaid tickets will be available 
at the door.

FIRE TEMPLES AND 
TOWERS OF SILENCE 
Zoroastrian 
Architectural Legacies

CCANESA 
University of Sydney

Wednesday 18 May 2016
6.30pm

FIRE TEMPLES AND 
TOWERS OF SILENCE
Zoroastrian Architectural 
Legacies

Professor Alison Betts 
University of Sydney
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Please use this section if paying by cheque or money order. If paying by credit card, please use our on-line 
payment system. A link to the payment page can be found on the ‘lectures’ page at the NEAF website.

Name:

Number of Tickets:

Email:

Price: NEAF Members: $30 | Non-Members $40 | NEAF Student Member $15

Please detach this bottom section and mail to: 

NEAF, SOPHI Office, Quadrangle A14, University of Sydney, NSW, 2006. 

Enquires and RSVP: P +61 2 9351 4151 | F +61 2 9114 0921 | E neaf.archaeology@sydney.edu.au


