
For around 7000 years the 
extraordinary blue stone lapis 
lazuli has been mined from the 
same place in Afghanistan in 
response to an undying demand 
for this rich and rare colour. 
First appearing as beads, seals 
and amulets in burials of early 
Mesopotamia, it soon found its 
way along tortuous routes to the 
wider region, inspiring imitation 
in the earliest known glass. This 
lecture traces the trade, use and 
significance of lapis blue from the 
earliest evidence to its use as the 
expensive ultramarine pigment 
revered by European artists of 
the Renaissance. And as lapis is 
still mined today, we are afforded 
a rare insight into the fascinating 
and precarious existence of the 
miners high in the Hindu Kush.

Dr Wendy Reade is an archaeologist and conservator whose research interests 
lie in the study of glass and stone, and their significance in the archaeological 
record. Wendy is currently employed as an archaeological conservator at the 
University Museums, works in the field in the Middle East, Egypt, the Balkans and 
Myanmar on a range of projects, and lectured in Archaeology at the University for 
fourteen years. She is President of NEAF.

PUBLIC LECTURE
THE NEAR EASTERN ARCHAEOLOGY FOUNDATION

WEDNESDAY 31 MAY 2017

The Council of the Near 

Eastern Archaeology 

Foundation invite you to our 

series of public lectures.

Wednesday 31 May 2017

Centre for Classical and 
Near Eastern Studies of 
Australia (CCANESA)
Level 4 Madsen Building F09 
University of Sydney

6.30 to 7.30pm followed by a 
light supper

Bookings are essential for this 
event. We prefer prepayment by 
26 May 2017.

All prepaid tickets will be available 
at the door.

LAPIS LAZULI
KING OF THE BLUES

The Stone that Rocked 
the World
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Please use this section if paying by cheque or money order. If paying by credit card, please use our on-line 
payment system. A link to the payment page can be found on the ‘lectures’ page at the NEAF website.

Name:

Number of Tickets:

Email:

Price: NEAF Members: $30 | Non-Members $40 | NEAF Student Member $15

Please detach this bottom section and mail to: 

NEAF, SOPHI Office, Quadrangle A14, University of Sydney, NSW, 2006. 

Enquires and RSVP: P +61 2 9351 4151 | F +61 2 9114 0921 | E neaf.archaeology@sydney.edu.au


