
Develop the skills to teach grammar in a way 
that your students will gain an understanding 
of the basics and learn practical ways to 
implement their knowledge.
The focus of Conversations About Texts is on teaching 
grammar in the context of imaginative, informative and 
persuasive texts in primary school and the middle years. 
Over six evening workshops we will explore the teaching 
of texts as the context in which grammar is taught to 
support meaning. Knowledge about grammar is only 
useful if students use it to read and write, and recognise 
how authors, including themselves, can use language to 
make meaning.
Presenters Kathy Rushton and Joanne Rossbridge 
have worked as TESOL teachers and consultants 
in classrooms and recognise a growing need in the 
teaching of grammar to support implementation. At the 
same time, they are aware that many participants will 
review their own grammatical knowledge or address 
grammar for the first time.

CRICOS 00026A

Conversations About Texts: Module 1 - Literary Texts provides 12hrs of Teacher Professional Development, addressing 
Proficient Teacher Standard Descriptors 1.3.2, 2.5.2, 3.2.2 and 6.3.2 from the Australian Professional Standards for Teachers. 

PRESENTERS
Dr Kathy Rushton is a lecturer in the Sydney School of 
Education at the University of Sydney. She is interested 
in the impact of teacher professional learning on the 
development of language and literacy and especially on 
the development of translanguaging for students learning 
English as an additional language or dialect.

Joanne Rossbridge works as a consultant in primary 
and secondary schools, especially with EAL/D students. 
She has worked as a classroom and EAL/D teacher 
and literacy consultant with the NSW Department of 
Education. Joanne is particularly interested in student and 
teacher talk and how talk about language can assist the 
development of language and literacy skills.

Registration & fees
$660 per person (GST Incl). Includes 6 x 2-hour evening 
workshops and electronic resources bundle. 

Register online by visiting: https://sydney.edu.au/arts/
study/continuing-professional-development/professional-
learning-calendar.html and following the calendar links.

This workshop is suitable for teachers K-10.

For enquiries please contact: 
Rachel Payne, Office of Professional Learning
Sydney School of Education & Social Work
Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences 
T +61 2 9351 8520 | E rachel.payne@sydney.edu.au

Session outlines:
1. Talking and listening – What's the difference?
(Grammatical intricacy and lexical density).
2. Reading – What's going on? (The verbal group).
3. Reading – Who and what? (The noun group).
4. Writing – Where? When? How? (Adverbials and
Theme).
5. Writing – Creating joint and independent texts
(Sentence structure).
6. The third voice in your classroom – Using quality
literature (Nominalisation and Theme).

During COVID-19 restrictions our commitment to teachers is to continue to provide quality professional learning opportunities. 
In order to maintain the safest environment in which to do this, our programs will be available for participation by Zoom only. 

Conversations About Texts
Module 1 - Literary Texts  

Wednesdays 4.30-6.30pm | Online by ZOOM 
19 May; 2, 16 & 23 June and 14 & 28 July 2021




