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Progress made, but still work in progress

Improved Public perception
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Increased Expectations

Increased Expectations

Source: State of LD (2017), National Center for Learning Disabilities
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Advances in research

• Research has resulted in:
• Improvements in identification
• Standards for identifying research-based 

practices
• Documented effective practices in 

teaching:
• Academic skills
• Non-cognitive behaviors

• Application of research findings across 
populations

What are Learning Disabilities?
Learning Disabilities refer to a number of disorders which may affect 
the acquisition, organization, retention, understanding or use of verbal 
or nonverbal information. These disorders affect learning in individuals 
who otherwise demonstrate at least average abilities essential for 
thinking and/or reasoning. As such, learning disabilities are distinct 
from global intellectual deficiency. Learning disabilities result from 
impairments in one or more processes related to perceiving, thinking, 
remembering or learning. These include but are not limited to: 
language processing; phonological processing; visual spatial processing; 
processing speed; memory and attention; and executive functions (e.g., 
planning and decision-making).
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Trends in Identification

Promise and Limitations of Response-to-Intervention

• Multi-tier models are now used 
throughout the U.S. (Al-Otaiba, 2014)

• The law offers an option to use RTI to 
identify students with LD; but decisions 
remain unstable (Spencer et al., 2014)

• Growing evidence that we can identify 
students who need Intensive Intervention 
without “wait-to-fail” (Greulich et al., 
2014)

• Evidence regarding intensive and 
customized intervention is still emerging 
(Kearns & Fuchs, 2013; Al-Otaiba, 2014).
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Legal Advocacy Remains Vital

• Endrew F vs. Douglas County School District
"an educational program reasonably calculated to enable a child to make 
progress appropriate in light of the child's circumstances, not an education that 
is just a little bit more than nothing.”

Advances in research

Research has resulted in:
• Improvements in identification
• Standards for identifying research-

based practices
• Documented effective practices in 

teaching:
• Academic skills
• Non-cognitive behaviors

• Application of research findings across 
populations



6/17/19

7

Obstacles and opportunities

President’s
Budget 
(2011)

Lack of Commitment to funded research
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Public perception

Public perception
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Diminished Community Identity

Inadequate Number of Teachers

Reasons for the shortages:
– Poor work conditions
– Few incentives
– Fewer qualified faculty
– Limited supply of teachers 

willing to work in certain 
communities

– Credentialing barriers
– Inconsistent professional 

preparation
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Inadequate Professional Preparation
Extent of the shortages:

– 49 US States report shortage of special education 
teachers and related service personnel

– Special education teachers leave at nearly twice the 
rate of general education teachers. 

– 51% of school districts and 90% of high poverty school 
districts report difficult recruiting special education 
teachers

– Ratio of SWD to special education teachers is higher 
than ratio of all students to general education teachers

Source: IDEA, U.S. ED, Digest of Education Statistics (2018)

Inadequate Professional Preparation
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• Establish consistent, practice-
based curriculum

• Focus on core set of practices 
(e.g., HLPs for students with 
learning and attention issues)

• Create standard expectations 
for induction with assessment 
prior to certification

• Develop standards for ongoing 
professional development

Improving Teacher Preparation

Source:   State of LD (2017)

Why our work remains important: The 
Consequences
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Disproportionate Impact

The Consequences
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Early Reading Issues and Later Challenges

McLaughlin et al. (2014) found that participants with RD at age 7 were:

• 74% less likely to have attained a high level of education by their late 30s
and early 40s 
• 56% less likely to have attained a high
level of income by midlife (>$60,000) 

When controlling for family educational and economic background
and demographic variables.

• Impacts of RD in early childhood continue to be felt in midlife.

The Consequences
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The Consequences

Additional Issues to Consider

• Personalized Learning
• Charter Schools
• ESSA Related Policy Changes
• Pay for Success Initiatives
• Development versus Education
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Call to Action

• Continue to do high quality 
research

• Expand advocacy efforts
• Innovate in teacher education
• Recruit and support teachers
• Re-energize our professional 

community
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