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What is vocabulary?

*Knowledge of words’ meanings
* Breadth: Knewing a lot of words
* Depth: Understanding the complexity of words
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Vocabulary breadth

*' What are synonyms for excellent?

synonyms: admircble, cwesome, brilliant, capital, eminent, exceptional,
fantastic, fine, first-rate, great, magnificent, marvelous, of high quality,
outstanding, splendid, super, superb, superior, swell, terrific, top-notch,

tremendous, very good, wonderful

near synonyms: o beaut, cool, first-class, magic, matchless, mind-
Elowing, of the highest quality, of the highest standard, out of this world,
peerless, perfect, preeminent, sterling, sublime, superlative, supreme
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Vocabulary breadth

*What are synonyms for excellent?

informal synonyms and necr synonyms: Al, cwesomesauce,
brill, fub, on fleek, ripping, smashing, spiffing,
supercalifragilisticexpiclidocious, tip-top, wicked

Australicn words [maybe?): a beauty? , o pecch?, o ripper?,
bonza? , brilliont, grouse? (Victoria?), slap-up?, snifter?
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Vocabulary breadth

* What are synonyms for excellent?

informal synonyms and near synonyms: Al, cwesomesauce,
brill, fak, on fleek, ripping, smashing, spiffing,
supercalifragilisticexpiclidocious, tip-top, wicked

Australion words fmaybe?): o beauty?, o peach? , aripper?,
bonza? , brilliant, grouse? (Victoria?), slap-up?, snifter?
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Vocabulary depth

*What does principal mean?

1. MNoun: A schaol leader (in the U.S.)
2. Noun: Original amount of a debt
3. Adjective: Most important

4 Moun: Lead person (of a company or dance group)
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Vocabulary & Reading Comprehension

*Is vocabulary knowledge related to reading
comprehension?
* Yes

* It is one of the strongest predictors of reading
comprehension performance
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Why is Word Knowledge Important?

Understanding vocabulary words helps
students make sense of related text.

Many students do not have necessary
vocabulary knowleclge.

We provicle this knowlecdge prior to
reading text to enhance comprehension.
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Example of the problem

* Understanding hegemony

*“lt is claimed that each foreign policy strategy is
linked to a hegemonic project and that a crisis in
political hegemony Tn most cases will also imply a
change in foreign policy strategies.”
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) *The Fres Ubrary.

What do
you do?

* Choose good words to teach

¢ Teach them effectively
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What to Teach

Words They Don’t Know

Words that are useful for comprehending the given fexi

THE LOTTERY e
Genetally-useful 2 s Content-specific
useful words

il constituent

| scrufinize | ‘

academic words E’H—l

occasional

| element | |

| precipitation H paraphernalic |

SHIRLEY JACKSOM

TG 525250 04041 5 5 045 143 D1 11 1RANANG 2 EAUCHTIBN SERAGHE, U . D403 1 21 US540 RA441S0121

LALL

Choosing Which Unknown Words to Teach

For violating the laws of segregation, referred fo as the "Jim Crow lows”

(which were meant to keep white people and black people separate],
Rosar wes arresreet and fine, Her refusal to move wes o quiet and simple
action, but she took an enormous risk thot evening, She also became o
hero and an inspiration to peaple all over the nation who wi
for recicl equaliry, inclucing Dr. Marrin Luther King, Ir, o you
wheo would soon become a major civil rights leciler, In response To R
arrest, blacks in the city of Montgemery boycotred the public bus system
for more than ayecr,

Some words are not
useful enough

You could skip them and
meaning isn't cffected at
all

Her refusal to move was a quiet and
simple action, hut she took a risk that
evening.

Her refusal to move was o quiet and
simple action, but she took d
risk that evening.

LALL
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What to Teach Which words are which?

Teaching Words Two Woys

Py
| bl { Which worls cre which?
yvulnerabple Fast
| FGSt | | FOCUS = Less esential ro rexr
£ 4 + Easily inageabls
Which words? How should | teach? Which words? How should I teach? ormations Fotik
* Less essential + Short definifion + Important for + Short definition = Imporrent for undersrandling
1o text + Image {sometimes) understanding * Image [sometimes) flourish * Hove complex definirions
. A e + Are hard to explain
* Have simple * Explidt link to text * Have complex * Explicit link to text
definitions definitions * Bxamples
runoff
+ Easly + Are hard 1o + Non-examples
imageable explain (sometimes) .
* Questions to check interference
understanding /
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Fast

How to Teach Fast Words ¢ st

image [so mefins]

. . " el ink do st

Short Definition

Teaching Fast Words

Shont Definition (usually)

1. Withdraw from commerdial

or sacial relations with (o [
A Shart Definition X country, organizarion, or = synenyms if possible
shoul. [erson] as o punishment or -~ = linked to the current text

« only include the profest e dmlor"d B Y prm— arrangement
o incomplere e
definition boyco refigeciYo do i of something

applicobkle to the

A B2 tocrga5e m c concered

R R refusal o have dealings with

2. somerhing ther is formed o erearec
3. an arderly arrangemant or group of

i Bojeotts |\ arsainy cizara; an £\ | peopls ships, or airplanes
« link ra the currant organization, ete] usually fo

TERE express disapproval or to formati STFUCTUFQ
= not be distorted, but force acceprance of cerrain

maybe incomplere conditions
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Teaching Fast Words

Images (often)

Teaching Fast Words

Link to text

+ exadly shaws what the

word means

As we read,
imagine ol the
corail Mrucrures,
the eoral ...

[ pause, pointing at word]

Tull screen

&

selectable
Right. These be autiful [—
formarions are the
bese for all of the
reef's biodiversiry
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Focus
" shart defiiien
g jometine]

Teaching Focus Words :

* I!
Same os Fost Words IO

nen-exomales
|sometine]
" guestion: b chack

* Short definition

for ndarstonding

*Image (sometimes)

* Explicit link to text

LALL
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® o [Teaching Focus Words

Exomples & Non-Exomples

Adult example: ambivalent

* Examples {good instances of the word’s use)
= X|f KOU had to choose between walking 3 miles to work and driving
an hour, you might be ambivalent because it's hard to choose®
* “In the text, Americans felt ambivalent about participation in World
War || because they wanted to defeat the Axis but felt frightenec
about possible casua lties.”

* Non-examples {to clarify subtleties)

* “If someone does not care who wins the election and does not vote,
that person is not ambivalent. An ambivalent person cares who wins
but s torn between the two sides.”

LALL
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Teaching Focus Words!:l_
interference

Exomples
when you do something
that messes something up
If you are being foo loud with

your friends, your parents might
interfere, There would be some
parenre| ...

[ pause, pointing ot word]

Teaching Focus Words:|.
interference

Examples

One concern about
the reef is humaon

[ pawse, pointing at word]

interference

Right. Human interferance could couse
damege to the reef, People cauld
interfere by crashing bears inte itor
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Teaching Focus Wokds), - e | hing Focus Word i
eaching Focus Words, T : Group P

® 0 erference eaching Focus Words: Group Practice
Non-Examples Ask questions thot encourage thinking e, 200
Which word goes with fabulous - o.k. or super?
Why doas supar go with Eabulous?
Is it fabulous if you Fall and scrape your knee?
What would it be?
if you cre doing
homework anel your Maria thought her car was fahulous because. . .
baby sster is erying, The Family had a fabulous time of the park.
ther's not interference
How could a family have o fabulous time?
It's nof interference becouse it probobly wouldn't When have you had a fabulous time?
stop yau from doing homavork. s annoying, but Is a mastarniera fabulais? Why?
it not intarfarance Turn fo your assodate: Al ¥?
Explain whot thet is not interfarance. The concert was the best he had ever heard. Every
- . . note seemad perfect. Am | talking about fabulous or
[ students discuss in poirs] Pt
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22 Teaching Focus Worels!:lin,rerference 22 Teaching Focus W""S@I_

Questions to check for understanding

questions to check

understanding
| If [ example ] isthat] word ]? | [ real world example 1 is that[ word 1?
If two of your friends start arguing Some companies have been dumping
and you separate them and tell them sand in spaces in the reef. Are they

to calm down, is that inferf 2 5 ; 5 .
o e e interfering with the reef? Is this

human interference?
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Teaching Focus Words[;
— Agf ———— 'ﬂferfe:ence - How to Teach: Student Engagement
USSTIONS Wi OHOW-UP Wil stugent mvoivemen

Some companies have been dumping sand in
spaces in the reef. Are they interfering with
the reef? Is this human interference?

It is important to keep
Think s that human interference?
Wait for my signal, students engaged when

[Pause. Put cut hunds for respomse.]_, you're explaining things.

We agree itis. Talk with your associate.
Why is that an example of interference?

[Students discuss in pairs.]
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& & AQuick Practice Techniques &2 & Yes, No, Maybe

* Parters first: Produces higher quality answers and allews cold calling

* Wait time before asking: Teachers often give less than a second; 3-5 seconds
helps a lot

* Whip arcund /Pass

Sentence Plundering?

Borrowing o shirt from your sister | Maybe

Wail Time:
Look at the vocabulary words on the

Whip Around/Pass
Think of the words we've learned
o deseribe the different ‘When an army invade: o villoge | Yes
charocters in The Hunges Gomes. 'l and takes all their trecsures
soy @ eharacrer, and you'll sey o
describing word

= Kaniss ... valorous Taking your shirt out of lost and No
found

board, I'l sery e sentence and you
give me the associated vosabulary

Pariners Firsi:
With your partner, eome up with word,

* You've got 10,000 spoons when all

examples of ontiguated devices
people might srill swn. Ml cold call
o students:

2 Bl
. 52
. 53
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yeu need is o knife. [pruse]

* She sar on the deck, looking our
over the acean, head down and

= Peerci... enamored
= President Snow ...duplicitous

shoulders slumped. [pouse]

“ardiare Hugie, 017
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2 & Which Word Fits

* Students are asked a question and then given two

choices from a vocabulary list.

* After deciding which word fits the question, students

nonviolent
The p warnteel the
merch egaingt the new |compassionme I

hold up the word card

law 1o be peaceful and...
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An example of focus word instruction

| pé

akways travelling

* A circus company is peripatetic because they

are always moving from place to place.

* You might feel peripatstic for a day if you
weare running lots of errands and had to visit

lots of different stores.

| from place to place

In today's text, the avthor describes
rich New Yorkers as "supping” in a
peripatetic way. They would meet at
one person's apartment, eat there,
and travel to other apartments,
eating a bit at each one.
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An example of focus word instruction

i2% Analyze Word Knowledge Video

* Questions:

« A person who is lost in the desert will wander around looking for water and shelter.
Is this persan periparetic? Why or why not?

* Which person is peripatetic: A person who travels from New York 1o Paris for a
manth-long visit or @ person wha spends a month visiting different presidential
homes in the U.8.2 Why2

* Besides a drcus performers, what other people have jobs that require them o be

peripatetic?
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Word Knowledge
What Fast Words Forus Words
e O Lt esentiol o | O linportont for
Taach wdesonding
O Simple defnitions | O Complex defuifon:
O Ensily tmageuble | O Hod to esplein
How | O Swort defisiton | O Short defi
o O lnage O Inoge fomsfime]
P O Eepli ik do et
O Ecpiilokto | O Eonpls
text O Rowescamples
Jso e ines]
O Quetions to chack for
wnderstanding
Studant Engagamant
O e snoppy, not Foney
O Gt ahudent: talking
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Learn from an Expert
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Preparing to teach

focuswords

Once upon o rime there were four lirtle Rabbits, ancl rheir
names were-- Flopsy, Mopsy, Cofton-ail, and Perer. They
livad with their Motherin a sand-bank, underneath the root of
avery big fir rree.

"Mow, my dears,’ sairl sl Mrs, Rabbitone morning, “run
along, and den't ger into mischief. | am going our.” Then old
Mrs, Rebbir ook o basket and her umbrella, ro the boke's.
She boughr a loaf of brown brecd and five curranr buns,

Flopsy, Mopsy, and Correnteil, whe were good limle
bunnies, went elown the |ene ro gather blackberries. Bur
Perter, who was very noaughry, ran straight cwery ro Mr
McGregor's garden and squeezead uncer the gatel

* Choose a limited number of words
= Mischief

* Create a simple definition
*+ Trouble

* Give an example
+ “If your dad tells you not to play
in the basement, and you do it
anyhow, that is mischief.”

* Give a nen-example
= "If your mom tells you to walk
straight home from school without
smppin?, ‘and you do, it's not
mischief”
* Create practice questiens
= "If | sneak a cookie from the
kitchen when my parents told me
not to, is that mischief2”
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Check for Understanding: 3B
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‘When choosing vocabulary words for a given text, itis
important to chooss:

a] Generally useful ceademic worels

b) Conrent specific useful wordls

<) Both A and B

True or False: "Fast” words are words that can be easily
explained using short definitions and an image.

For both Fast and Focus words, it is important to:

a) List ot few clefinitions for each word, aven if not applicable to the
rext, 5o ther students get an sverall understanding of the word

b] Findl several images to illustrate the word, even if the imoges
show cpproximate definitions

<) Explicitty link rhe worels ro the rexr

o] Ask sruclents if they know whar the word meons before giving
them the definition
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