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Aaron Lanou, MSEd, is the Director of the ASD Nest Support 
Project at New York University’s Steinhardt School of Culture, 
Education, and Human Development. He coordinates the 
services in support of the New York City Department of 
Education’s ASD Nest Program, an inclusive school model 
designed for students with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) 
in the NYC public school system. He also develops and leads 
workshops, seminars, and provides in-school consultation to 
help teachers support autistic students’ social and academic 
functioning, and led the development of the ASD Nest middle 
school model. Aaron led the ASD Nest expansion to the city 
of Aarhus, Denmark, including training of educators and 
administrators in Denmark and New York City. Having taught 
for ten years in Western Massachusetts and New York City 
schools, his areas of interest revolve around developing visual, 
strengths-focused, universal-designed and targeted strategies 
and instructional adaptations for academic support and social 
development. He co-authored, along with Lauren Hough and 
another colleague, an article for Intervention in School and 
Clinic about using students’ strengths and interests to support 
their social, behavioral, and academic needs, as well as multiple 
articles about ASD Nest strategies for education newsletters.

dynamICONs: visual supports for 
clarifying communication
Educators give students directions, redirection, and 
guidance all day, every day, and it is always the hope and 
expectation that these directions are heard, understood, 
and followed precisely as intended. But more often than 
not there are breakdowns that result in many students 
not following through - they may have not heard, not 
understood, or not remembered the directions. How 
can educators ensure that their instructions land so 
that classrooms run smoothly and learning happens 
consistently? 
In this hands-on exploratory masterclass, participants 
will learn how to implement dynamICONs, a set of seven 
specific, simple, yet powerful visual supports that help to 
clarify expectations for students with disabilities - and all 
others - in the inclusive classroom. 
Participants will: 
• Explore the role that language processing, context, 
and memory play in students’ ability to comprehend and 
remember verbal directions. 
• Learn how to make verbal directions more clear, concrete, 
and consistent to support comprehension and memory. 
• Discover the power and simplicity of using symbols to aid 
communication.
• Apply the simple, yet powerful and flexible visual support, 
the dynamICONs, to support individual students and whole 
groups and classes, both proactively and responsively.
• Analyse specific challenges students face with 
following directions, sustaining attention, and completing 
assignments, and match appropriate visual supports to a 
variety of situations.
• Utilize varied physical and digital media to incorporate 
dynamICONs as a part of daily practice in lessons and 
individual student support.
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For enquiries please contact:
Rachel Payne | Office of Professional Learning      
Sydney School of Education and Social Work 
T +61 2 9351 8520 | E rachel.payne@sydney.edu.au

Completing Successful Learning Conference: Day 3 Masterclass will contribute 5hrs of NESA registered 
PD from the Australian Professional Standards for Teachers towards maintaining Proficient Teacher 
Accreditation in NSW.

Registration & Fees
$190 (1 day) per person GST Incl. Includes workshop 
attendance, resources, morning tea and lunch.  Please 
register online by visiting: https://sydney.edu.au/arts/study/
continuing-professional-development/professional-learning-
calendar.html and follow the calendar links.  This workshop 
will be held at the Epping Club, Rawson Street, Epping.


