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Welcome to the Human Health and Social Impacts (HHSI) Node
Newsletter for August 2020. The University of Sydney leads the HHSI
Node research and policy translation program funded by NSW
Department of Planning, Industry and Environment (DPIE) and NSW
Health.  The HHSI Node’s three year research program includes
University of Sydney researchers from a range of disciplines and collaborations with
other universities and organisations. Our research focuses on the environmental, social
and economic consequences of climate change, including regional variation in impacts,
vulnerability and adaptation in NSW.   This newsletter highlights the outputs of the HHSI
Node research as well as related developments in Australia and internationally. I hope
you enjoy this HHSI Node update.

Research bites

Listen to Dr Jo Longman from the
University Centre for Rural Health talk
about their research examining the
mental health impacts from the 2017
Lismore flooding.

Dr Mahsan Sadeghi talks
about the impact of adaptation
technologies on urban heat
and health. Catch up on this
webinar as part of the
University of Sydney's Indoor
Environmental Quality (IEQ)
Lab Seminar Series.

Upcoming Events

Save the date! Node Research Showcase: December 8th 2020.

Please save the date for our HHSI Node Research Showcase scheduled for December
8th 2020. Hear about all of our great research on climate and health and identify
collaborative opportunites for 2021! If you missed out on our HHSI Node Showcase held
in March 2020, you can access the powerpoint slides here.
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Read, watch, listen

Publications
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Highilghts

The Australian Bushfire and Climate Plan, developed with more than 150 experts and
affected community members at the National Bushfire and Climate Summit 2020, provides a
broad plan and practical ideas for governments, fire and land management agencies and
communities to help us mitigate and adapt to worsening fire conditions. The plan’s 165
recommendations include many measures that can be implemented right now, to ensure
communities are better protected. A key recommendation is to "develop and implement a
national climate change, health and well-being strategy". Read more here.

In this MJA Insight article, Tony Capon and Fiona Armstrong explain how Australia has an
opportunity to invest in a healthy, green and fair recovery to tackle inequality,
contribute its fair share of the global task of tackling climate change, and secure
population health and wellbeing.

Webinar recordings

2020 will be defined as the year that physical and mental health led the agenda and headlines,
from bushfire smoke, to COVID19 and economic recession. The interface between these
crises, sustainability, climate change and health must be considered. Listen to this Sydney
Ideas webinar. 

Fiona Armstrong was part of an expert panel discussing 'The Domino Effect: Climate
Change and Pandemics', presented by The Conversation, The Bob Hawke Prime Ministerial
Centre and the Embassy of France in Australia. Watch the video recording here.

This panel focuses on key, implementable responses for lessening the impacts of
heatwaves – low-cost personal strategies to keep cool, housing design to keep the heat out,
and neighbourhood and local council strategies to counter the heating of suburbs. In
discussion are straightforward policy suggestions to keep the most vulnerable among us safe
as climate change heats our cities.

The US-based National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences held their fourth annual
Global Environmental Health Day event: "Science at the Cutting Edge of Global
Environmental Change and Health. Watch their series climate, environment and health here.
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