
POSTGRADUATE 
STUDY AT SYDNEY



There has never been a better time to 
improve your career prospects or pursue 
a passion. Choose from the widest range 
of courses available in the country and join 
Australia’s most employable graduates. 

*QS Graduate Employability Ranking 2020
**Times Higher Education (THE) Impact Ranking 2021

WHY STUDY
AT SYDNEY

study in world-class 
facilities with cutting-edge 
technology

courses across  
9 areas of study

in Australia and  
4th globally in the  
world for graduate 
employability*

in Australia and  
2nd globally in the 
Times Higher Education 
Impact Rankings 2020**

alumni to  
connect you with a 
worldwide network

 
international partners 
and largest student 
mobility program in 
Australia

in scholarships and 
prizes available for 
offer every year

be taught by leading 
lecturers, researchers  
and industry partners  
from Australia and globally

$135m 380k 250+

450+1st1st
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1.  Explore your options 
If you’re considering postgraduate study, you are 
probably starting to think about what you want to 
achieve from study, what career prospects there 
are, what level of study you can commit too, and  
the time and financial commitments involved. 

Some common reasons our students return  
or continue study are:

 - Improve career prospects
 - Pursue a passion
 - Specialise further in a profession
 - Change career direction
 - Gain industry experience and training

At this point, you may want to attend an event to  
get a taste of what it is like to study at the University.
 - sydney.edu.au/pg-events

Explore our areas of study:
 - sydney.edu.au/postgraduate

2.  Choose your course
At the University of Sydney, you have the flexibility to 
combine study areas from more than 450+ options  
across nine disciplines.

At this point, you should consider what type of 
postgraduate degree you want to study – graduate 
certificate, graduate diploma or master’s degree.

 -  A graduate certificate usually covers the core 
units of a master’s degree and is typically 
completed within six months of full-time study. 

 -  A graduate diploma offers more opportunities  
to upskill, covering more of the master’s units 
and can be completed within a year of  
full-time study.

 -  A master’s degree provides you with specialised 
knowledge and skills and usually takes one to  
two years of full-time study.

Depending on your course, you may be able to  
upgrade/downgrade between the course levels.

Find the right degree: 
 - sydney.edu.au/courses

Step by step process when 
submitting your application. 

A GUIDE TO  
APPLYING

3. Check your eligibility
Admission to the University of Sydney is competitive.  
You will need to meet the admission criteria specific to  
your course. Depending on your course, it may include:

 -  the completion of an approved undergraduate degree
 - a minimum grade point average in your previous degree
 - relevant professional experience
 - a portfolio of work 
 - health and security checks.

4. Apply for scholarships
There are a range of university and faculty scholarships  
to postgraduate coursework students. Go to page 5 to  
learn more.

5.  Submit your application
You are now ready to apply. We recommend applying  
well before the closing dates to ensure the best chance  
of success, as offers are made on a rolling basis.  
Applications for most courses close on:

 - 11 February for Semester 1 intake
 - 15 July for Semester 2 intake

Closing dates differ for some courses so you should  
refer to your course page for confirmation.
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Commonwealth Supported Places (CSP)
A CSP means that the Australian Government subsidises 
your course fees, and you pay the remaining amount –  
a learner contribution. 

You must be a domestic student to be eligible, i.e. an 
Australian or New Zealand citizen, Australian permanent 
resident holder or humanitarian visa holder.

Allocation of CSP is competitive as there are limited  
places in each degree. You do not need to make a separate 
application and will automatically be considered based  
on merit.

To find out which courses offer CSP, visit: 
 - sydney.edu.au/csp-courses

Reduce the cost of your degree.

HECS-HELP and FEE-HELP loans
HECS-HELP and FEE-HELP are loan schemes for eligible 
domestic students that defer paying course fees until 
you are earning above a certain amount. Meaning you 
don’t pay anything upfront.

 - HECS-HELP is for students who secure a CSP,  
which defers payment of your student contribution.- 
-  sydney.edu.au/students/hecs-help

 -  FEE-HELP is for full fee-paying students. 
-  sydney.edu.au/students/fee-help

Both HECS-HELP and FEE-HELP loans do not accrue 
interest but are indexed according to the Consumer 
Price Index each year.

FINANCING  
YOUR STUDY
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Credit for previous study
Credit for previous study or recognition of prior learning 
(RPL) requires you to complete fewer units of study, 
therefore reducing the cost of your degree.

There are three types of credit for previous study:

1. Specific credit is granted when you have completed 
study that is recognised as an exact equivalent to a 
unit of study in your degree.

2. Non-specific credit is credit granted towards a 
subject area when there is no equivalent unit of study.

3. Reduced volume of learning (RVL) is a form of credit 
that some master’s courses use to reduce the number 
of credit points needed to complete the course. You 
can apply for RVL for a master’s degree if you have 
completed a bachelor’s degree, graduate certificate 
or graduate diploma in a relevant subject area or have 
relevant work experience.

For more information on credit, visit: 
 - sydney.edu.au/study/credit

Claim on your tax return
If you are completing postgraduate study for professional 
development, you may be able to claim some expenses 
(e.g. course fees and textbooks) in your tax return.

The course you undertake must lead to a formal 
qualification like a graduate certificate, graduate diploma 
or master’s degree. There also needs to be a sufficient 
connection to your current employment.

Find out more about self-education expenses through 
the Australian Taxation Office.

Scholarships
The University offers $135 million in scholarships and 
prizes every year. Our range of scholarships take into 
account a variety of factors, and availability varies 
based on course, faculty, and your circumstances and 
background.

There are two ways to find a scholarship to suit you.

1. Use our scholarships search tool, use the filters 
that apply to you (e.g. merit, equity) to narrow 
down the scholarships that you are eligible for.

To search for scholarships, visit:
 - sydney.edu.au/scholarships/search

2. You can browse through our postgraduate 
coursework scholarships by faculty or school, 
explore the list of general scholarships, or find 
scholarships for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander students.

To browse all scholarships, visit:
 - sydney.edu.au/scholarships/postgraduate

“ The teaching staff’s connections to industry 
professionals were immensely helpful in 
developing a deeper understanding of the 
industry. Postgraduate study has given me a 
solid understanding of theoretical knowledge, 
coupled with more practical experience.”

Veronica Schulz,  
Master of Commerce 
(Global Logistics) graduate
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Our postgraduate degrees have 
a high-level of flexibility so that 
you can upskill or retrain in a  
way that suits you. 

Study online, part-time, over the summer or winter break 
or in the evenings.

Some of our postgraduate degrees can be completed 
partially or entirely online.

Online study
We offer a range of courses in education, medicine, 
project management, public health and social sciences 
that can be undertaken entirely online. 

For a list of courses available online, visit:
 - sydney.edu.au/study/online-courses

You may decide to complete some of your degree online. 
Many units of study or subjects are offered online. Review 
your course details and check the study mode for each 
unit of study.

Part-time study
Many of our postgraduate courses allow you to study 
part-time if you're a domestic student. Check the course 
details section of your preferred course to find out if it is 
offered part-time.

If you have already enrolled in a full-time study load  
(24 credit points), you can change your study load without 
being financially penalised before the census date.

Concerned about losing your student benefits? If you 
study 75 percent of a full-time study load (18 credit points), 
you will retain full-time student status.

Helping you balance work, life and study.

FLEXIBLE  
STUDY 
OPTIONS

Study in the evenings
Some faculties and schools offer teaching in the evening 
to accommodate postgraduate students who work during 
the day. Check your course details and check the study 
mode of your preferred units of study.

Study in an intensive session
Taking units during an intensive session can be an 
opportunity to complete units outside of the main 
semesters. You might be looking to accelerate your 
course, catch up on a failed unit of study or balance  
your timetable.

December, January or February intensives are usually 
held over the summer break, while July intensives  
usually fall over the winter break.

Customise your timetable
At Sydney, you will have the freedom to personalise your 
timetable to fit your study around other commitments. 

About four weeks before the start of each semester, you 
will be allocated a personal timetable for the semester 
based on the units of study you've selected.

Pa
ge

 6
sy

dn
ey

.e
du

.a
u

Le
ad
er
sh
ip
 f
or
 g
oo
d

Th
e 

Un
iv

er
si

ty
 o

f 
Sy

dn
ey

http://sydney.edu.au/study/online-courses
http://sydney.edu.au


The University of Sydney is 
committed to providing as 
much face-to-face learning for 
students on campus as we can.

The University can switch to remote teaching mode 
when the public health orders change. 

Remote learning
If it is required for the University to switch to remote 
learning, you can expect the following during your online 
studies. For the most up to date information, please 
refer to sydney.edu.au/covid-19.

 - You will be provided with resources and support to 
help you transition to remote study. Your learning 
resources and activities will run through Canvas,  
and may use other tools such as Zoom, Echo360  
and Turnitin.

 - Practical classes will be delayed until face-to-face 
learning resumes.

 - Placements will be subject to relevant government 
restrictions and policies set out by are partners.

 - Exams will be undertaken online where possible.
 - Critical learning activities that a student cannot 

undertake remotely will continue to be conducted 
on campus with mandatory masks in indoor settings, 
physical distancing and check-in.

 - Students that require a safe place to study and 
reliable internet, can access our libraries, computer 
labs, research and study spaces. For more 
information on attending campus, visit  
sydney.edu.au/covid-safe-campus.

Studying in a COVID-19 world.

STUDYING 
THROUGH  
A PANDEMIC

Support and wellbeing
We are committed to doing all we can to support our 
students throughout the pandemic. The University 
provides a range of student support services, resources 
and events while students are studying remotely.  
These include:

 - Mental wellbeing support
 - Student support services
 - Financial assistance
 - University accommodation
 - Access to a dedicated helpline

To learn more, visit: 
 - sydney.edu.au/covid-student-support

Student experience
Discover how our current students have adapted and 
thrived during their online learning experiences to date. 
Get study advice and explore our online community:
 - sydney.edu.au/usyd-online

FURTHER ASSISTANCE
We’d love to hear from you if  
you have further questions.

Call us on 1800 793 864 or  
visit sydney.edu.au/contact-us

The University reserves the right to make 
alterations to any information contained within 
this publication without notice.
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