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Outline

• What is the Great Barrier Reef and why is it worth protecting?

• Threats to the Great Barrier Reef

• Spatial management on the GBR

• The Coral Sea management plans, 2012-2018









Threats to the GBR





Threats to the GBR



Coral Bleaching 









Crown-of-Thorns seastar





Jones et al  2004 Bellwood et al
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Effects of Fishing



Effects of Fishing





More coral trout in no-take areas





Solutions to overfishing

• Commercial fishing quotas, prohibited species

• Recreational fishing bag limits (numbers, sizes)

• Closed seasons

• Spatial management

•  Multi use Marine parks



Spatial management on the GBR, a history



Multiple use zoning









Pre 2004 Post 2004



•IUCN Category Ia with an area of 859 square kilometres 
(332 sq mi) being about 0.2% of the marine park’s area,

•IUCN Category II with an area of 114,309 square 
kilometres (44,135 sq mi) being about 33% ,

•IUCN Category IV with an area of 15,027 square 
kilometres (5,802 sq mi) being about 4% and

•IUCN Category VI with an area of 213,769 square 
kilometres (82,537 sq mi) being about 62%.

•1.1 Category Ia – Strict Nature Reserve

•1.2 Category Ib – Wilderness Area

•1.3 Category II – National Park

•1.4 Category III – Natural Monument or Feature

•1.5 Category IV – Habitat/Species Management 
Area

•1.6 Category V – Protected Landscape/Seascape

•1.7 Category VI – Protected Area with sustainable 
use of natural resources

IUCN category GBR Zoning

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/IUCN_protected_area_categories#_Category_Ia_%E2%80%93_Strict_Nature_Reserve
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/IUCN_protected_area_categories#Category_II_%E2%80%94_National_Park
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/IUCN_protected_area_categories#_Category_IV_%E2%80%94_Habitat/Species_Management_Area
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/IUCN_protected_area_categories#Category_VI_%E2%80%93_Protected_Area_with_sustainable_use_of_natural_resources
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/IUCN_protected_area_categories#Category_Ia_%E2%80%93_Strict_Nature_Reserve
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/IUCN_protected_area_categories#Category_Ib_%E2%80%93_Wilderness_Area
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/IUCN_protected_area_categories#Category_II_%E2%80%93_National_Park
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/IUCN_protected_area_categories#Category_III_%E2%80%93_Natural_Monument_or_Feature
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/IUCN_protected_area_categories#Category_IV_%E2%80%93_Habitat/Species_Management_Area
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/IUCN_protected_area_categories#Category_V_%E2%80%93_Protected_Landscape/Seascape
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/IUCN_protected_area_categories#Category_VI_%E2%80%93_Protected_Area_with_sustainable_use_of_natural_resources


Under 7% no-take!!



Coral Sea



Spatial management Coral Sea

2012. Tony Burke Plan of management

2015-2016. Common wealth Marine Reserves 
Review:  Expert Scientific Panel

2017.  New draft management plans released 
endorsed  Hon Josh Frydenberg



No Take. 50%

Habitat Protection 30%

General Use 20%

2012



No Take. 25% (38% CMRP)

Habitat Protection 65%

General Use 10%

2018



Action




