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The Mine 

● Approved by the Australian 

Government Minister for 

Environment in 2014 

● 60 year mine life 

● 6 open cut pits, 5 underground 

mines, associated infrastructure 

● Potential impacts: 

– Biodiversity 

– Climate change 

– Aboriginal heritage 

– Local community 

– The Great Barrier Reef  
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The Case – the birth of Australian Lawfare  

● David v Goliath 



The Outcome 

● Minister conceded that a legal error was made 

and agreed to set aside the approval 

 



The Fallout 

● Enormous media coverage 

● Politicisation of the court 

● Allegations of ‘green lawfare’ and ‘vigilante litigation’ 

 

ABC News 



The Threat 



The Response 

First Dog On The Moon 



The Reasoning 

● Open standing provisions to enable third parties 

access to justice to protect the environment and 

uphold the law 



The Funding Fears 

● Proposal to remove the deductible gift recipient 

status of environmental charities 



The Funding Cuts 

● $10 million in funding to EDOs cut in 2013 

● $34 million to be cut from community legal 

centres nationally from 2017 



EDO NSW – An Institution 

● We help people protect the environment through law 

● Community legal centre specialising in public interest 

environmental law 

● State-wide services 

● Independent from government 

● Multi-disciplinary 

– Legal advice and casework 

– Policy and law reform 

– Community legal education and outreach 

– Aboriginal engagement 

– Scientific and international programs 

● Australian Network of EDOs 

 

 

 

 



Don’t forget - You can help 

● Your support for EDO NSW will help us to help the 

community to protect the environment through: 

– Accountable and informed decision-making 

– Better environmental laws 

– Community access to justice 

 

● Donations are tax deductible 

 

● http://www.edonsw.org.au/donate  

 

 

 

 

http://www.edo.org.au/edonsw/site/donation.php

