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Thursday 11 – Friday 12 July
Location: Sydney Law School, New Law Building (F10), Eastern Avenue, 
Camperdown

SMU-Sydney-HKU Law & 
Sustainability Conference 2024

Law, Sustainability, and 
Development: Transforming 
Pathways in the Asia Pacific 
Region
Program

https://www.sydney.edu.au/law/about/location-and-facilities.html


MAP and LOCATION 
Sydney Law School (F10)
New Law School Building
Eastern Avenue, Camperdown
The University of Sydney,
Camperdown

GETTING TO CAMPUS
Get directions
Getting to campus

PARKING
We have some parking options for drivers, 
but we also promote more environmentally 
friendly ways of getting to campus, such as 
cycling and using public transport. Note, 
there is no parking available at the Law 
School 

Follow directional signage to the Law School Building.

Acknowledgement of Country
We acknowledge and pay respect to the traditional owners of the land, the Gadigal 
people of the Eora nation. It is upon their ancestral lands that the University of 
Sydney is built.

https://sydney.edu.au/law/contact-us.html
https://sydney.edu.au/law/contact-us.html
https://sydney.edu.au/law/contact-us.html
https://sydney.edu.au/law/contact-us.html
https://sydney.edu.au/law/contact-us.html
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/-33.8875005,151.1907605/@-33.9049385,151.1573129,16z
https://www.sydney.edu.au/about-us/campuses/getting-to-campus.html
https://www.sydney.edu.au/about-us/campuses/getting-to-campus.html
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Finding Us: The University of Sydney Law School 

Sydney Law School is located at 
The University of Sydney’s 
Camperdown Campus, situated on 
Eastern Avenue, between Fischer 
Library and Carslaw Building. The 
University has limited parking 
options and seeks to promote 
environmentally friendly transport 
options. If you wish to drive, 
timed parking is available in 
Forest Lodge, Glebe and 
Darlington, whilst the University 
has limited spaces available on 

Science Road and Maze Circuit (off Butlin Avenue). Additionally, the Law School has limited parking 
accessible from Barff Road (off Paramatta Road).  

If you wish to take public transport, buses travel down both Paramatta Road and City Road 
regularly. Recommended stops are City Road (corner of Butlin Avenue) or Paramatta Road 
(Footbridge). Alternatively, the University is a fifteen minute walk from Central Station or Redfern 
Station. 

There are three main entrances to the University: Victoria Park, Footbridge (Paramatta Road), and 
City Road (at the corner of Butlin Avenue). 
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Access from Victoria Park:  
To access Sydney Law School from Victoria Park, you must follow the path running parallel to 
Paramatta Road directly toward the University until you arrive at the intersection of University 
Place and University Avenue, adjacent to Fischer Library and the front lawns of the Quadrangle. 
From here, you will turn left and follow Eastern Avenue for approximately 300m. The Law school 
will be on your left. Please note this route contains stairs.   

Alternatively, once you have ascended the stairs, you may turn left at Barff Road and follow the 
road approximately 300m. At this point you will climb the stairs to your right and arrive at the Law 
School.   

Access from Paramatta Road/Footbridge:  
Accessing Sydney Law School from Paramatta Road involves travelling down Science Road until you 
have reached the University’s historic Quadrangle, before turning right and following the road 
parallel to the Quadrangle. You will then cross a pedestrian crossing and continue straight down 
Eastern Avenue for approximately 200m. The law school will be on your left.  

Access from City Road:  
Accessing from City Road can be obtained by travelling directly down Eastern Avenue (toward 
Paramatta Road) for approximately 300m. The Law School will be on your right.  

For additional assistance please see: https://maps.sydney.edu.au/ 

https://maps.sydney.edu.au/
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8.15am Registration

8.45am
Common Room 

Opening remarks
• Associate Professor Kate Owens, Director, Australian Centre for Climate and Environmental Law

• Professor Rita Shackel, Head of School and Dean of Sydney Law School

• Associate Professor Michelle Lim, Singapore Management University

• Associate Professor Nengye Liu, Singapore Management University

9.15am
Common Room

Plenary session 1

Keynote address: From 'just transition' to 'just cessation'? Intergenerational responsibility, labour
law and the imperative to phase out fossil fuel extraction
Dr Frances Flanagan (University of Technology Sydney)

Roundtable
• Dr Frances Flanagan (University of Technology Sydney)
• Professor Nicole Graham (University of Sydney)
• Associate Professor Michelle Lim (Singapore Management University)
• Associate Professor Nengye Liu (Singapore Management University)
• Dr Katherine Owens (University of Sydney)

10.45am Morning tea

11.15am
Common Room

Plenary session 2

Keynote address: Environmental human rights in the Asia-Pacific
• Emeritus Professor Ben Boer (University of Sydney Law School)

Keynote address: Ensuring the Transparency and Accountability of Critical Minerals Exploitation: 
an Indonesian Case Study on Nickel Mining
• Dr Laode M Syarif (Partnership for Governance Reform (KEMITRAAN) and Hasanuddin University)

12.45pm Lunch

1.45pm
Common Room 

Parallel session 1: Addressing equity and justice issues, including concepts of just 
transition

No good deed goes unpunished: The financial and legal reality of sustainability infrastructure in 
high density housing 
• Professor Cathy Sherry (Macquarie Law School)

Climate Equality: Assessing the radical potential of responses to inequality caused by climate 
change in international human rights law
• Professor Beth Goldblatt (University of Technology Sydney)

Dynamic Shifts in Human Rights Implications of Climate Change: Insights from Recent Cases 
• Ms Hong Minh Do (University of New South Wales [UNSW])
• Tien Luu

Gentrification, environmental injustice, and the challenges for sustainability in Sydney 
• Dr Md Shahaadat Hossain (Law and Justice, UNSW)
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Boardroom Parallel session 2: Building societal support for accelerated transitions to 
sustainability

Sustainable Development, Indigenous Peoples, and the World Heritage Convention: Exploring 
New Approaches in the Asia-Pacific 
• Mr Simon Kieser (Victoria University of Wellington [NZ])

The Green Legacy of Indigenous Communities: Investigating the Relationship between Indigenous 
Customary Laws and Environmental Preservation
• Mr Kashef Khan (School of Social and Political Science, The University of Sydney)

Should scholars be teaching self-governance to save humanity?
• Dr Shann Turnbull (International Institute for Self-governance)

Envisioning 'Simplified Access' to the Green Climate Fund: Practical Insights from Global Health, 
Education, and Climate Initiatives 
• Associate Professor Kate Owens (Presenting) (University of Sydney)
• Prof Susan Park, Dr George Carter, Ellen Reynes

Seminar room 403 Parallel session 3: Interdependence between human and more-than-human systems 
and its implications for law and governance

听海！Listen to the Ocean! More-than-Human re-imaginings of UNCLOS in the Anthropocene
• Associate Professor Michelle Lim (Singapore Management University)
• Associate Professor Nengye Liu, (Singapore Management University)

Can law ensure that the financing of Nature-based Solutions is receptive to plural concepts of 
nature in alignment with Nature’s Contribution to People under the Global Biodiversity 
Framework? 
• Mr Paul Govind (Macquarie Law School)
• Tom Webb (Macquarie Law School)

Governance and Policy Frameworks for Ecosystem-Based Sustainable Development in the Asia 
Pacific
• Professor Shawkat Alam, (Macquarie University)

Let it Grow! Enhancing law students’ sustainability competencies and nature connectedness 
through hands-on learning with native edibles 
• Associate Professor Michelle Lim, (Singapore Management University)
• Dr Patrick Shi (Office of Campus Infrastructure and Services, Singapore Management University)

3.15pm Afternoon tea

3.45pm
Common Room

Plenary session 3

Keynote address: Loss and damage in the Asia Pacific region
• Professor Rosemary Lyster (University of Sydney Law School)

Roundtable
• Rebecca McNaught, (Faculty of Medicine and Health, University of Sydney)
• Associate Professor Dr Siobhan McDonnel (Crawford School of Public Policy, Australian National University)

6pm
Dinner (Thai Pothong)
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9am Opening remarks

9.15am
Common Room

Plenary session 1

Keynote address: Mainstreaming climate change in legal education
Chief Justice Brian Preston (Land and Environment Court NSW) 

Roundtable
• Professor Nicole Graham (University of Sydney)
• Dr Katie Woolaston (QUT)
• Professor Cameron Holley (UNSW Law & Justice)
• Professor Bronwen Morgan (UNSW Law & Justice)

10.45am Morning tea

11.15am
Common Room 

Parallel session 1: Strategic targeting of leverage points to accelerate action and 
climate change and sustainability

Can 'Institutional Bypasses' Accelerate Climate Reforms in Developing Countries? 
• Dr Arjuna Dibley (University of Melbourne)

The ASEAN Declaration on Environmental Rights - a new paradigm or an old story?
• Mr Matthew Baird (Asian Research Institute for Environmental Law)
• Roger Joseph (Rocky) Guzman (Asian Research Institute for Environmental Law)

Principles for embedded emissions accounting to support trade-related climate policy
• Dr Lee White (University of Sydney)
• Emma Aisbett, Oscar Pearce, and Wenting Cheng (none presenting)

Competition law and sustainability in China: complementary objectives?
• Dr Xue (Sophia) Bai (Presenting) (UNSW Law & Justice)
• Professor Deborah Healey

Seminar room 403
Parallel session 2: Building ‘green economies’ and promoting sustainable business 
practices

"High flyers" paying their share: A Comparative Review of Imposing Luxury Taxes as a 
Sustainability Mechanism 
• Professor Anastasia Telesetsky (California State Polytechnic University San Luis Obispo)

An efficient market for biodiversity credits
• Associate Professor Rhett Martin (University of Southern Queensland)

The Evolution of Green Bond Standards in China and Its Implications for Soft Law in Promoting 
Sustainable Finance 
• Dr Chi Zhang (School of Law, University of Glasgow)

The Imaginary of Sustainable Palm Oil and its role in stabilising the ISPO Governance System as 
a Sustainability Fix
• Mr Sam Hossain (Western Sydney University)
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Boardroom
Parallel session 3: Tackling pollution and environmental corruption pathways to 
sustainable transformation

The ITLOS Advisory Opinion on Climate Change and International Law and its Implications for 
the Prevention of Vessel-Source Pollution
• Nengye Liu (Singapore Management University)

Complexity of the Criminal Network of Environmental Corruption 
• Mrs. Sari Wardhani (University of Indonesia)

Most Significant’ Reforms to Pollution Laws in Over 30 years or a Missed Opportunity to Act on 
Climate Change? 
• Dr Sarah Wright (University of Wollongong)

Remote sensing methods as tools for the production of evidence in disputes involving cardon 
credits and carbon sinks - Remote sensing analysis of Sabah’s forest evaluated in a legal 
perspective
• Mr Ganesh Sahathevan (Centre For Industrial Research)

12.45pm
Lunch

1.45pm
Common Room 

Parallel session 4: Sustainable trade and supply chains

Private International Law and Sustainable Development: Establishing International Traceability 
of Critical Raw Materials Supply Chains 
• Associate Professor Jie (Jeanne) Huang (University of Sydney)
• Luke Nottage (University of Sydney)

The Increasing Role of Process and Production Methods to Accommodate Environmental Values 
in WTO Jurisprudence 
• Dr Catherine Gascoigne (Macquarie University)

Designing the Ideal Green Taxonomy from Law Perspective 
• Mr Adrianus Eryan Wisnu Wibowo (University of Melbourne)

Boardroom
Parallel session 5: Digitisation and its role in promoting sustainability

Legal Challenges in Implementing Blockchain-enabled Peer-to-Peer and Community-based 
Renewable Energy Systems 
• Karisma (Tunku Abdul Rahman University of Management and Technology)

Digitalization for Sustainable Development in the Asia-Pacific: E-commerce, Online Dispute 
Resolution, and the Pathways to SDGs 
• Haijing Huang (Universiti Malaya)

Nature’s Silent Plea: A Call to Action for Traceability-Driven Conservation in the Face of 
Deforestation Unrelenting Grip 
• Mr. Marcelo Feitosa de Paula Dias (Queensland University of Technology)

Program 
Day 2
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Seminar room 403
Parallel session 6: Circular economy initiatives and their legal implications

Slowing down the loop: smart devices and the right to repair 
• Associate Professor Kayleen Manwaring (University of New South Wales [UNSW])

Potential means to promote Climate Smart Textile Production in Bangladesh to accelerate 
circular economy and deliver sustainability: What role for international climate change law 
and intellectual property law? 
• Associate Professor Monirul Azam (Södertörn University)

Addressing Complexity and Harmonizing Metrics: A Critical Assessment of Circular 
Economy Standards in Emissions Reduction 
• Dr Hina Aslam (Australian National University)

Circular Economy Initiatives and their Legal Implications: A Comparative Study of the Asia 
Pacific Region and Africa
• Dr Izuoma Egeruoh-Adindu (Nigerian Institute of Advanced Legal Studies)

3.15pm
Afternoon tea

3.45pm
Common Room

Plenary session

Closing keynote: What new paradigms do we need for climate adaptation? A case study of 
the Northern Rivers
• Professor Elizabeth Mossop (University of Technology Sydney)

Roundtable
• Deepti Prasad (Sydney School of Architecture, Design and Planning, University of Sydney)

5.15pm
Closing remarks

5.30pm
Cocktail reception
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