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What can the law do?
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3. The need for law reform



1. Immediate response

“…that's the area that I flagged that a royal commission 
from the Commonwealth would seek to do, see what is 
action on climate change? Building dams. What is action 
on climate change? Hazard reduction in these areas. It's 
native vegetation management. It's land clearing laws.”

Prime Minister Scott Morrison, 20th January 2020



2. Existing tools

DRAFT Recovery Strategy, 19 August 2017



3. The need for law reform
Legal tools we need:
Short – term:
• Forestry and development moratoria in burnt areas 
• Rapid assessment and up‐listing of species and communities
Medium – longer‐term
• National leadership: a new Environment Act
• Independent science‐based decision‐making: National Sustainability Commission, and a national 
EPA

• Strengthened biodiversity provisions and legal duties to protect, restore and recover, including 
emergency listing and mandatory timeframes

• Evidence‐based landscape approaches to build resilience and address cumulative impacts: 
bioregional planning, climate refugia 

• National ecosystem assessment & environmental accounts
• Adaptive management tools – conditions on approvals 
• Long‐term investment for recovery 
Whole of government: A re‐casting: climate law reform (state and national)

(What not to do: facilitate clearing in national parks, remove limits on hazard reduction, weaken 
bushfire codes, facilitate approval of fossil fuel developments…)
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Wollemi National Park, Source: Washington Post, 16 January 2020


