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Sydney Southeast Asia Centre
The Sydney Southeast Asia Centre is forging Australia’s relationship
with one of the world’s fastest growing regions by educating students
and building new partnerships with academics and governments based
on research excellence.
With more than 400 academics across all faculties and schools at the
University of Sydney working on and in Southeast Asia, the University
of Sydney has one of the highest concentrations of regional expertise
in the world.

ASEAN-Australia Strategic Youth Partnership
The ASEAN-Australia Strategic Youth Partnership empowers young
people aged 18-29 years old from across ASEAN and Australia to
engage with each other and the most pressing issues of today.
The ASEAN-Australia Strategic Youth Partnership builds young
people’s expertise and engagement with ASEAN-Australia affairs, and
provides tangible opportunities for young people to engage in
promoting peace and prosperity across the relationship.

What does Australia need to know about ASEAN?
With a new government, Australia’s relationship with Southeast Asia looks set to take
on renewed diplomatic interest. Over the past few years, the region has been viewed
as a theatre of great power competition, where China and the United States are
engaged in a battle for hearts and minds. But this approach to the region, and the
Association of Southeast East Asian Nations (ASEAN) specifically, overlooks its political,
economic, security, and socio-cultural importance to Australia—an importance that will
continue regardless of the outcome of these power struggles.
In this panel, we take a deeper look at what needs to be considered if Australia is to
build closer and more conducive ties to ASEAN and to its member nations. Considering,
but also moving beyond, “battlefield” narratives and looking at the vast potential that
a closer relationship might offer both sides, we ask: What does Australia need to know
about ASEAN—its internal dynamics, ongoing and emerging challenges, and future
aspirations—to really capitalise on this potential and take our relationship with the
region to a new level? And what are the risks if Australia doesn’t take meaningful
steps to better understand and engage with our close neighbours?
All videos recorded as part of this event will be made available for public viewing on
our Facebook page and our YouTube channel.

Register here to attend the live discussion on Zoom.

Tamerlaine Beasley
Australia-ASEAN Council / Beasley Intercultural
Tamerlaine Beasley is a member of the Board of the
Australia-ASEAN Council for the Department of
Foreign Affairs and Trade, and founder and
Managing Director of Beasley Intercultural, Australia’s
premier cross-cultural training and consultancy
company. Tamerlaine leads a team of consultants
working across Australia and the Asia-Pacific region
for multinational corporate clients, international NGOs,
and Federal and State Governments. She lectures at
Australia’s leading Universities with a focus on global
and cross-cultural leadership and communication.
Tamerlaine is also a fellow of the Australian Institute of
Company Directors.
Twitter:

@BIntercultural

Professor Michele Ford
Sydney Southeast Asia Centre, The University of Sydney
Professor Michele Ford is Director of the Sydney
Southeast Asia Centre. Her research focuses on
Southeast Asian labour movements, the intersection
between national and international trade unions,
and labour migration. Michele’s work has been
supported by a number of Australian Research
Council (ARC) grants related to these and other
topics. She currently leads an ARC Discovery Project
on Myanmar’s garment industry and an ARC
Linkage Project on trade union responses to genderbased violence in Cambodia’s construction industry.
In addition, she has been involved in extensive
consultancy work for the International Labour
Organization and the Australian government.
Twitter:

@MicheleSSEAC

Dr Huong Le Thu
Perth USAsia Centre
Dr Huong Le Thu is Principal Policy Fellow at the Perth
USAsia Centre. She has over 15 years of experience
working in academia and think tanks across the IndoPacific. She has held short-term visiting fellowships in
the University of Malaya, the ASEAN Secretariat, and
the Korean Military Advisory Group. Huong is an
influential policy analyst and a recipient of numerous
awards and grants. Huong is also a non-resident
fellow at CSIS, Southeast Asia Program and a member
of the Advisory Board of the Griffith Asia Institute. She
holds a PhD from National Chengchi University and an
MA in International Studies from Jagiellonian
University in Poland.
Twitter:

@le2huong

Josephine Lovensa
ASEAN-Australia Strategic Youth Partnership
Josephine currently sits as the Co-CEO of the
ASEAN-Australia Strategic Youth Partnership and is
based in Jakarta, Indonesia. She is concurrently the
Chief Strategy Officer and a founding member of
LingoTalk, an EdTech startup focusing on efficient
language learning for primary schools. Prior to this,
Josephine was a consultant with a demonstrated
history of working in the government relations and
public affairs sector. In her role, she was trusted to
advise government institutions, fortune 500
corporations, and industry associations to navigate
the complicated political constellation in the ASEAN
region. She has a law degree from the University of
Indonesia.
Twitter:

@AusASEANyouth

Richard Maude
Asia Society Australia
Richard Maude is Executive Director of Policy at Asia
Society Australia and a Senior Fellow at the Asia
Society Policy Institute. He is a former senior Australian
government official with 30 years’ experience in
foreign policy and national security. From 2018 to
2019, Richard was Deputy Secretary, Indo-Pacific
Group, in the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs
and Trade and Australia’s senior official to the East
Asia Summit. In 2017, he was head of the whole-ofgovernment taskforce which supported the preparation
of the Australian Government’s 2017 Foreign Policy
White Paper. Prior to this, Richard was the senior
adviser on foreign policy and national security issues
to Prime Minister Julia Gillard.

Twitter:

@AsiaSocietyAus

Susannah Patton
Lowy Institute
Susannah Patton is Director of the Southeast Asia
Program at the Lowy Institute and the Project Lead
for the Asia Power Index. Before joining the Lowy
Institute, Susannah was a Research Fellow in the
Foreign Policy and Defence Program at the United
States Studies Centre. She previously worked in
various Southeast Asia-focused positions in the
Australian government, including as a Senior Analyst
in the Southeast Asia Branch at the Office of
National Intelligence, in the ASEAN-Australia
Special Summit Taskforce in the Department of the
Prime Minister and Cabinet and as a diplomat in the
Australian Embassy in Bangkok.
Twitter:

@SusannahCPatton
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Thank you for attending a Sydney Southeast Asia Centre event.
To be involved and stay up-to-date with our latest research, events and
activities, become a member today.
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