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Chancellor, I have the honour to present to you David James Asimus for admission to the degree of Doctor 
of Agricultural Economics, honoris causa.  
 
David Asimus is a distinguished alumnus of this University. He was born in Tumut in 1932 and educated at 
Barker College, Sydney, where he was Head Prefect; and St Paul's College in this University where he was 
Senior Student. During his time at University he distinguished himself as a sportsman, especially in rowing 
for which he received a University Blue. After graduating Bachelor of Economics, he was awarded a Nuffield 
Travelling Agricultural Scholarship for study in the United Kingdom. After University study he continued his 
interest in rowing as a member of the New South Wales King's Cup rowing crew from 1953 to 1955.  
 
David Asimus returned to the Gundagai area as a farmer and grazier and became actively involved in 
several farmers' organisations, holding a number of leadership positions at the local, state and national 
levels. In particular he was an Executive Member of the Graziers' Association of New South Wales, a post he 
held until 1971. He was also a member of the Australian Wool Corporation from its formation in 1973 and 
became Deputy Director in 1975 and Chief Executive Officer in 1979. In the same year he was elected 
Chairman of the International Wool Secretariat in recognition of his services to the wool industry worldwide.  
 
David Asimus has been involved in every aspect of the wool industry from research to international freight 
charges for the Australian clip. His dedication and commitment to wool production and his outstanding 
service to Australian wool industry were recognised in 1984 when he was made an Officer in the Order of 
Australia. He was also named the Ronald Anderson Memorial Man of the Year for Agriculture in 1986 and in 
1988 he was chosen as Australian of the Year by The Australian newspaper.  
 

David Asimus AO (left) with James Quirk AO, 
photo, 'The University of Sydney News', 5 June 
1997. 



In addition to his service to the wool industry, David Asimus has held a number of government and semi-
government appointments, including that of Director of the Australian Trade Commission, as a member of 
the Australia- Japan Foundation and the Australia-Japan Consultation Committee; and as a member of the 
Government Task Force on Liner Shipping. He has served for many years on the Advisory Council of the 
CSIRO and with research organisations that administer funds levied on primary products. In 1996 he chaired 
the Rural Summit at the request of the Minister for Primary Production, to discuss financial and adjustment 
problems facing Australia's rural industries.  
 
Currently David Asimus is a Director of BHP Pty Ltd, the Industrial Bank of Japan, Australia Ltd; Westfarmers 
Ltd; Rural Press Ltd; and Delta Electricity.  
 
As a leading figure in the business and rural communities and a long time resident of the Riverina, David 
Asimus was an eminently appropriate choice as the first Chancellor of Charles Sturt University, a multi 
campus, regional University, dedicated to serving rural communities. Elected Chancellor in August 1989, 
David Asimus continues to provide strong leadership and commitment to the University.  
 
Chancellor, I present David James Asimus, AO, for admission to the degree of Doctor of Agricultural 
Economics, honoris causa. 


