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Chancellor, it gives me great pleasure to present Vic Alhadeff OAM to you for admission to the degree of Doctor of Letters (honoris causa).

Vic has dedicated his career to championing human rights, combatting hate speech and fostering community cohesion through his work as a journalist, public servant and advocate.

Notably, the nomination for Vic to receive this award was made by Professor Catharine Lumby, who first met Vic at an interfaith Dinner at the University of New South Wales, when she was Director of the Journalism and Media Research Centre. 

Born in Zimbabwe, Vic began his career as a senior editor at the Cape Times in Cape Town - a newspaper that, despite draconian censorship laws, courageously opposed the apartheid regime.  As chief sub-editor, Vic played a leading role in exposing the systemic racial injustices that denied fundamental rights to millions of South Africans. Under his leadership, the Cape Times won the prestigious Frewin Trophy for excellence in the presentation of journalism.  His books, A Newspaper History of South Africa and South Africa in Two World Wars: A Newspaper History, were written during this period and both were published in multiple editions.

After relocating to Sydney, Vic was appointed editor of The Australian Jewish News, which he transformed into an award-winning publication. His leadership was instrumental in breaking down barriers on key human rights issues, including campaigns advocating for Indigenous rights, LGBTQI+ rights, earning the Mardi Gras Non-Gay Media Award, and Australia’s acceptance of 4,000 Kosovar refugees during the Serbia-Croatia war.

His journalism took him to the world’s frontlines: reporting from Moscow on the fall of the Soviet Union, from East Berlin on the collapse of the Berlin Wall, from Jerusalem on the First Gulf War, and from South Africa on its historic first free elections which saw Nelson Mandela elected President. He later met President Mandela during his visit to Sydney, and on Mandela’s passing was invited to write a front-page tribute for The Sydney Morning Herald.

A scholar and lecturer on the Holocaust, Vic has worked to educate future generations on its lessons. 151 members of his family, including his paternal grandparents, were murdered at the Auschwitz death camp. His play, Torn Apart by War, based on his father’s remarkable Holocaust story, was performed at two Sydney theatres.

In 2005 Vic was appointed Chief Executive of the NSW Jewish Board of Deputies, representing the Jewish community and working closely with government, media, and community organisations to advance human rights and social inclusion.  He held this role for 17 years and was awarded the NSW Jewish Board of Deputies President’s Award in 2022.  He is a tireless advocate for justice and inclusion and his advocacy led to his leadership of a campaign which achieved the successful passage of Section 93Z of the NSW Crimes Act, making it a criminal offence to incite violence on the basis of race, religion, gender or sexual identity.

Recognising his deep commitment to multiculturalism, in 2014 the Premier appointed Vic Chair of Multicultural NSW.  In this role he fostered relationships between diverse communities, significantly including the bringing together of Ukrainian and Russian leaders to prevent overseas tensions from spilling onto Australian streets.

Vic is currently a non-executive director of SBS and Chair of the SBS Community Advisory Committee.  He is also an endurance athlete who has completed 20 marathons and five ultra-marathons.

Vic’s contributions have been widely recognised. In 2012 the then Premier appointed him a judge of the state’s newly-inaugurated Human Rights Award; in 2021 he received the Premier’s Award for service to Human Rights; in 2023 he was appointed a judge of the Kennedy Media Awards' Human Rights category; and in 2024 he was made a Member of the Order of Australia.

Chancellor, I present Vic Alhadeff OAM for admission to the degree of Doctor of Letters (honoris causa), and I invite you to confer the degree upon him.
