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Pro-Chancellor, it gives me great pleasure to present the Honourable Andrew Bell, Chief Justice and Lieutenant-Governor of New South Wales, to you for admission to the degree of Doctor of Laws (honoris causa) in recognition of his outstanding contributions to the legal profession, legal scholarship, and service to the community. 
His Honour graduated from the University of Sydney with first class honours, the University Medal in both Arts and Law, and was awarded the Convocation Medal. Following graduation, he served as Associate to Sir Anthony Mason, then Chief Justice of the High Court of Australia. As the Rhodes Scholar for New South Wales, he attended Oxford University completing the then two-year Bachelor of Civil Law in 1993 in which he was awarded the Vinerian Scholarship for the best performance in the examination of the degree. He completed his doctorate the following year. 
In 1995, his Honour was called to the New South Wales Bar and was appointed Senior Counsel in 2006. In 2019, he was appointed President of the New South Wales Court of Appeal and, in 2022, was sworn in as the Eighteenth Chief Justice of New South Wales, presiding over the Supreme Court’s historic bicentenary in 2024. Chief Justice Bell also serves as Lieutenant-Governor of New South Wales and as President of the Judicial Commission of New South Wales.  
Whilst at the Bar, his Honour specialised in commercial and private international law and was known for his prodigious work ethic and dedication to fostering inclusiveness and collegiality within the legal profession; values he continues to champion from the Bench. He represented clients in appellate matters before the NSW Court of Appeal, other intermediate appellate courts and appeared on more than 30 occasions in the High Court of Australia, while conducting several international arbitrations.  During his time on the Supreme Court, the Chief Justice has presided over a wide range of cases and handed down many important decisions, all while upholding his commitment to integrity, civility and good humour in the practice of the profession and in the conduct of hearings.
His Honour has been a regular and valued contributor to the University and to the Sydney Law School, serving as an adjunct professor in the Law School.  He designed and taught courses in the Master of Laws program and has contributed to the Law School's public engagement activities, including featuring in the School’s distinguished speaker series, and leading many Law School alumni events. He sits on the selection committee for the Justice Peter Hely Scholarship. 
His Honour is well published and has authored books, book chapters and articles in peer-reviewed and professional journals over the past two decades. His doctorate at Oxford formed the basis for his influential book, Forum Shopping and Venue in Transnational Litigation. He is also the co-author of the authoritative text Nygh’s Conflict of Laws in Australia, now in its 10th edition.
His Honour’s tireless serving of the public extends beyond the courts. He was a long-term board member and Chair of the Sculpture-by-the-Sea, served as secretary of the NSW branch of the Australian Rhodes Scholars’ Association, and as a member of the Council of St Paul’s College. 
Pro-Chancellor, I present the Honourable Andrew Bell for admission to the degree of Doctor of Laws (honoris causa) and invite you to confer the degree upon him.
