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Chancellor, it gives me great pleasure to present Kevin Hobgood-Brown AM FAHA to you for admission to the degree of Doctor of Business (honoris causa) in recognition of his outstanding contribution to the community by promoting international education, development, and Australia-China relations.
Mr Hobgood-Brown obtained his Bachelor of Arts and Juris Doctor degrees from the United States and holds a Diploma in Chinese Law.  He has handled investment projects throughout China and in almost all of Australia's major Asian trading partners as a lawyer and a corporate advisor. He also taught in the law faculty of Peking University in the early 1980’s. In 2016, Mr Hobgood-Brown was named a Member of the Order of Australia due to his extensive contributions to promoting Australia globally. In 2023, he was named an Honorary Fellow of the Australian Academy of Humanities.
As an active board executive, he served as the National President of the Australia China Business Council from 2005 to 2008, and Deputy Chair of the Australian government’s Australia-China Council from 2007 to 2013. He previously chaired the Foundation for Australian Studies in China (FASIC), an independent, non-profit foundation created in 2011 to encourage collaboration between Australian and Chinese scholars, where he played a pivotal role in advancing Australian Studies in China and promoting educational opportunities for Australian students in China and Chinese students in Australia.
His national leadership roles in the Australia China Business Council and DFAT’s Australia China Council stand as recognition of the respect he has garnered for his business and educational initiatives. In 2012, the first high-profile, privately funded Australian Studies Chair in China was established at Peking University, following the successful three-way negotiations led by Mr Hobgood-Brown between Peking University, the Australia China Council, and BHP. Agreements were signed in Beijing in the presence of Australian Prime Minister at the time, Julia Gillard, during her state visit to China. 
Mr Hobgood-Brown’s incredible commitment to advancing international relationships through higher education is further evident in his role as chair for several university boards that focus on international education, including the Advisory Board of the China Studies Centre at the University of Sydney, the Advisory Management Committee of the Institute of Australian and Asian Arts & Culture at Western Sydney University, and the Members’ Council of the newly established University of Sydney Vietnam Institute.
His legal expertise and familiarity with international business has been pivotal as a Director of the University’s A14 Holdings in navigating through the complexities of setting up the University of Sydney Vietnam Institute. This has included addressing issues arising from operating in a new overseas jurisdiction and matching a new culture with the existing robust governance processes of the University. 
Mr Hobgood-Brown and his wife have a three-generation link with the Democratic Republic of Congo. He is a founding member and an officer of the Australian charity HandUp Congo, which supports capacity-building initiatives in education, rural health and poverty alleviation in the Democratic Republic of Congo.
Chancellor, I present Kevin Hobgood-Brown for admission to the degree of Doctor of Business (honoris causa) and invite you to confer the degree upon him. 
