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Emeritus Professor, it is my honour to present Associate Professor John Toon to you for admission to the degree of Doctor of Architecture (honoris causa) for his deep commitment to urban planning and education, his pioneering environmental advocacy, and his tireless efforts to improve the Australian landscape and the wellbeing of its residents. 

John’s education and early career laid the foundation for his lifelong impact on urban planning. Trained as an architect in the 1950s, he honed his skills through hands-on experience in post-war redevelopment projects in London. Transitioning to Australia and advancing into academia, his journey with the University of Sydney began in 1960 where he accepted a position as a lecturer in Town and Country Planning. He was active in community affairs and was a frequent lecturer on the University extension program, quickly establishing himself as a driving force in urban planning education. 
John was the head of the Urban and Regional Planning program for a fruitful twenty years. During his tenure, he cultivated a dynamic learning environment where he forged strong connections between the University and the Planning Institute of Australia (PIA). He actively informed professional standards, and mentored students who would go on to shape the urban landscapes of tomorrow. He also championed the Planning Excellence Awards run by the Planning Institute of Australia, celebrating the best in urban planning.
Recognising the profound impact at the intersection of professional bodies, government, and education, John was a vocal advocate for the establishment of a government-appointed Environmental Protection Authority in the 1990s–a world-first at the time–and he was actively involved in the introduction of the highly acclaimed Environmental Planning and Assessment Act. 
Arguably one of John’s most distinguished achievements was his costing and design of the mining town of Nhulunbuy (formerly Gove) in the Northern Territory, where he was confronted with the "ferociously creative exercise” of designing a liveable and sustainable community. His ability to balance functionality with human-centred urban design made Nhulunbuy a pioneering example of thoughtful planning in Australia’s remote regions, ensuring both economic viability and community wellbeing. 

John’s encouragement of international students, particularly from neighbouring Asian countries, led to the award of a Fulbright Scholarship enabling him to teach for four months at Indonesia’s Institute of Technology in Bandung, thus forging excellent relationships with the local town planners. Subsequently, he was invited give lecture tours at leading universities in Malaysia, Korea, Philippines and China, where his students went on to become leaders in urban planning. 
After retiring from the University as Associate Professor in 2005, John’s commitment to fostering research and collaboration persisted. Recognising the gaps in funding for urban planning research, he championed to change the landscape through donor funding. His vision led to the creation of the Henry Halloran Trust in 2012, a philanthropically funded research centre connecting scholarship, industry and government to drive innovation in urban development. With his guidance, the Trust has created a forum where meaningful conversations could thrive and create the future of sustainable cities. 
For his efforts, among his illustrious career, John was recognised as an Honorary Fellow of the University. Thanks to his continuous involvement on the Advisory Board and acting as a key point of liaison, John was a pivotal reason behind the Trust’s decision to double its initial gift in 2015. 
Throughout his professional life and into retirement, Associate Professor John Toon has made an outstanding contribution to the University of Sydney community and beyond. 
Emeritus Professor, I present to you Associate Professor John Toon and invite you to award the degree of Doctor of Architecture (honoris causa).

