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Vice-Chancellor, it gives me great pleasure to present Sir Christopher Clark to you for admission to the degree of Doctor of Letters (honoris causa) in recognition of his exceptional contribution to international relations and as a world-renowned historian.

Sir Christopher is a graduate of the University of Sydney and one of the world’s most distinguished historians. He received his PhD at the University of Cambridge, having been a member of Pembroke College, Cambridge from 1987 to 1991. In September 2014, he became the twenty-second Regius Professor of History at the University of Cambridge, a status that underlines the academic standing of his achievements and places him in a particularly exclusive community of scholars.

Sir Christopher is regarded internationally as a leading historian of nineteenth-century Germany and continental Europe. His writings have brought a new understanding of the modern relevance of studying the causes of war, particularly the First World War of 1914-1918. He is widely acclaimed as Germany’s German history commentator and often appears on German television, as well as British radio and television, to assist in the analysis and explanation of the German and European political past and present. 

Professor Clark's best-selling history of Prussia, Iron Kingdom: The Rise and Downfall of Prussia, 1600–1947, won several prestigious prizes and its critical reception gave him a public profile that reached well beyond the academic world. The German language version of his book won the 2010 German Historians' Prize, making Sir Christopher the first non-German to be bestowed with this award. 

Clark's book studying the outbreak of the First World War, The Sleepwalkers: How Europe Went to War in 1914, challenges the accusation, previously widely accepted by mainstream academics since 1919, of a "war guilt" attaching to the German Empire, and instead charts carefully the complex mechanism of events and misjudgements that led to war. Many international experts viewed Sir Christopher’s research and insights as groundbreaking.

He has also authored and edited a number other publications, and presented the BBC Four documentary program “Frederick the Great and the Enigma of Prussia”.

Sir Christopher is a Fellow of the Australian Academy of the Humanities and a Fellow of the British Academy. He was a member of the Mannheim-based Prussian History Working Group and the Prussian Historical Commission, and became a senior advisory member of the London-based German Historical Institute in 2010.

Both the British and the German Governments have honoured him for his service to Anglo-German relations. He received the Officer’s Cross of the Order of Merit of the Federal Republic of Germany in October 2010 and was knighted on the recommendation of the British Foreign Secretary in the Birthday honours of June 2015.

His works have earned him many awards and accolades, including the Wolfson History Prize, the History Book Award of the Queensland Premier's Literary Awards and the General History Prize of the NSW Premier’s History Awards; the Los Angeles Times Book Prize for History; the Laura Shannon Prize; and the Pour le Mérite for Sciences and Arts. The Laura Shannon Prize is awarded annually by the University of Notre Dame to the author of the "best book in European studies that transcends a focus on any one country, state or people to stimulate new ways of thinking about contemporary Europe as a whole.” In 2013, he was a finalist for the Cundill Prize and shortlisted for the Hessell-Tiltman Prize.

Sir Christopher is a truly outstanding historian of great academic eminence whose writings have contributed pivotally to the thinking of the wider community in the western world about the factors which in combination led to the First World War and which remain profoundly relevant to the analysis of conflict causation and prevention in our modern world. His widely praised and award-winning books represent scholarship of the highest order.

Vice-Chancellor, I present Sir Christopher Clark for admission to the degree of Doctor of Letters (honoris causa) and invite you to confer the degree upon him.
