

Education Focused Academics’ Scholarship of Teaching and Learning Grant 
(EF SoTL Grant)
Application for Support in 2025-2026 Calendar Year

	Applications due: 5 pm, Monday 24th February 2025



	Name of Lead Applicant 
(collaborators will be named later in this form)
	

	Role Title (including type of academic appointment)
	

	Email
	



	Please read this and the grant conditions before completing this application
These grants are for all Education Focused (EF) academics at the University of Sydney. Casual EF academics can be members of the project team, but cannot be the Lead Applicant.
The Education Focused Academics’ SoTL Grant (EF SoTL Grant) program is a mechanism through which EF academics can access funds for research projects.
There will be one round of EF SoTL Grants each calendar year.
Projects for the 2025 round must address the priority contexts described in the grant conditions.
Recipients will provide a short report on the progress and outcomes of their funded project at the end of their funding period. 
Applicants will complete Parts 1 - 4 below, including a Supporting Statement (no more than 2 pages). Please keep this first page with your final document and save your application in one PDF file, using the format:
FAMILY NAME_GIVEN NAME_EFSOTLG2025 and send as ONE document to: 
 
EF SoTL Grant team at pvc.ei@sydney.edu.au 
 
Please read the Explanatory Statement and Grant Conditions before applying and note the allowed and excluded expenditures.






PART 1: You & your project


	Project Title
Provide a project title that is clear, brief, precise and informative to the lay reader
	



Your details
	Title 
	Given name/s
	Family name/s

	
	
	

	Your role title
	

	Your employing school 
	

	Your employing faculty
	

	Your FTE 
	

	Your year of hire as an EF academic (or year of conversion to an EF academic role)
	

	Your primary area of teaching (discipline)
	

	Briefly describe your research capabilities and/or collaborations that enable you to do this research project
	



The priority context
Please choose the focus of your project and provide the Unit code/s
	Priority context
	Relevance  (Unit code/s)

	First-year undergraduate units of study
	

	Units of study that have performed below the University mean in the USS and/or from faculties performing poorly in teaching quality, assessment and sense of belonging items in the SES.
	

	Large units of study (i.e. greater than 200)
	

	Units of study with high failure and attrition rates compared to University averages.
	

	Units of study with high numbers of academic integrity breaches.
	

	Second-year units in which students are performing or engaging poorly after a successful first year of study
	

	Assessment reforms implemented in response to known challenges such as AI and/or reliance on large summative assessments such as high-weighted exams.
	

	Units of study with achievement gaps for students from underrepresented and equity backgrounds.
	





Your education research project
Your project must be related to education at USyd. Applications for disciplinary research that is not explicitly related to improving teaching, learning, and the student experience will not be considered. 
	Project summary 
Describe what you want to find out and why. What is/are the key question/s you aim to investigate? Make it clear for a person not in your field (200 words)
	

	Impact
How will the research project enhance teaching and learning practice and the student experience at the University?
How will the project contribute to the transformational educational experience the University aims to deliver?
	

	Individual or group project? 
List yourself and describe your role. 
List any co-investigators and collaborators and describe their roles, noting their school, faculty, and primary area (discipline) of teaching. Please indicate whether the co-investigators are EF academics. If not, please note the role types of the co-investigators and collaborators (e.g. T&R, RF, GLEF, professional staff etc)
	

	Timetable for using this grant
Explain (in a few, brief, dot points) how you plan to spend the money over the approximately 22-month duration of the grant. 
	



	Budget 
List how you will use the money. Please ensure this usage adheres to the grant conditions.
Funds awarded in early 2025 will be available for expenditure until Monday 30th November, 2026. 
There are no extensions available. Unspent funds will be resumed by the University.

	Category
	Item (by year) 
Use supporting statement to justify items
	Amount
(AU$)
	Priority
(A, B or C)

	Personnel (including oncosts)
	· 
	
	

	Equipment 
	· 
	
	

	Travel
	· 
	
	

	Other
	· 
	
	

	TOTAL REQUESTED
(no more than $10000 per EF academic listed on this grant) 
	
	






[bookmark: _Hlk121843131]PART 2: Other funding

	Start-up funding provided to you by your school or faculty at the time of your appointment.
	

	Routine financial support available to staff in your school or faculty (e.g. annual conference travel funding available to all staff).
	




PART 3: Ethics Approval

	Does this project fall under an existing blanket ethics approval?  
Please state who you consulted on this question.
	Yes/No
Person consulted:

	If yes:
Please state the name and number of the approval. 
	

	If no:
Please state your intended route to achieving ethics approval for the project 

OR 

State why the project does not require ethics approval
	







PART 4: Supporting Statement

The supporting statement can be no more than two pages, using Arial 11 font 1.15 line spacing and the regular margins on this document. The project timetable should be shown as a diagram or table. 
Please use this space to outline the following items. 
· Aims, significance and conceptual basis of the research project (including references to some education and/or SoTL literature to support your argument)
· Research questions, research plan, methods and techniques (again, using references to literature to support your approach). In this section, we are open to your use of methods and evidence relevant to your discipline, such as (but not limited to) quantitative analysis of student assignments (tests, papers, other assignments); qualitative analysis of informal classroom assessment methods (minute papers, journal entries, response papers); or studies involving interviews, surveys, or focus groups. Please note that use of student ratings data alone will not be considered sufficient or rigorous data.
· Proposed outputs, local and external sharing / dissemination plans, and impact of the research project. Sharing and dissemination might include publication, conferences, workshops, white papers, community or professional association engagement, or work within your school or faculty.
· Justification of budget/items
· Timetable for development and completion of the project.

References can be shown on one additional page. 
	


































PART 4: Sign-offs

Applicant
Please indicate agreement to the following (use X)
	I have read and accept the terms and conditions of the award as contained in the Explanatory Statement and Grant Conditions
	

	I am currently a Education Focused academic employed at the University of Sydney
	

	I have discussed any software, AI, etc needs for this project with the Education Innovation Team
	

	If successful in being awarded a grant I will provide a report on the outputs and impact of this grant at the end of my funding period.
	

	I understand that my eligibility to apply for future EF SoTL Grant funding is dependent on evidence of my successful completion of the education-related research project described in this application.  
	

	If successful I will acknowledge receipt of the award in any conference papers presented or articles written
Suggested wording: “This project was supported by an Education Focused Academics’ SoTL  Grant from the University of Sydney”
	

	Applicant name
	

	Applicant signature
	

	Date
	



Head of School
	Name of School
	

	Name of Head of School
	

	Email 
	

	Statement of support for Grant
	

	I certify that the information on this form the applicant has provided is correct and that the project
has been approved by the school. 

	Supervisor signature
	

	Date
	



2

