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Typical operating conditions /
position of worker

Air compressors

All terrain vehicles

Angle grinders

Others in workshop

Augers

Bench grinders

Others in workshop

Bulldozers

Chainsaws

Others stacking wood

Circular saws

Others in workshop

Cotton module presses

Others in field ( rakers )

Cotton pickers

Avg. increase  with radio on *

Others in field ( machines idle ) *

Others in field ( picker turning ) *

Dairies - herringbone ( 24 bay) pit

Farm trucks

Firearms

Forklifts *

Harvesters

Avg. increase  with radio on *

Others in field *

Irrigation pumps

Motorbikes - 2 wheel *

Packing shed workers

Pig handling - suckers *

Pig sheds - manual feeding *

Shearers

Others in shed

Sugarcane harvester *

Increase  with radio on *

Tractors with cabins ( all ages )

Tractors with cabins 10 yrs +

Avg. increase  with radio on

Others in field

Tractors without cabins

Others in field

Noise Level at the ear
Average (& Range)

L Aeq dB ( A )

86d B ( 77dB – 95dB)

86d B ( 84dB – 87dB)

98d B ( 96dB – 100dB)

90d B ( 87dB – 93dB)

93d B ( 89dB – 96dB)

99d B ( 94dB – 104dB)

89d B ( 82dB -96dB)

99d B ( 97dB – 100dB)

106dB ( 104dB – 107dB)

96d B ( 93dB – 99dB)

99d B ( 98dB – 101dB)

89d B  ( 84dB – 94dB)

86d B ( 85dB – 88dB)

84d B ( 82dB – 86dB)

81d B ( 78dB – 8dB)

1 - 3 d B

83d B ( 77dB – 89dB)

94d B

73d B ( 71dB – 75dB)

85d B ( 83dB – 88dB)

Lpk 140 + d B

84d B ( 81dB – 88dB)

83d B ( 75dB – 91dB)

2 - 5 d B

90d B

100dB ( 96dB – 104dB)

81d B ( 70dB – 92dB)

80d B ( 78dB – 82dB)

109dB

87d B ( 74dB – 99dB)

86d B ( 84dB – 87dB)

80d B ( 77dB – 83dB)

86d B

2dB

76d B ( 75dB – 78dB)

81d B ( 77dB – 84dB)

3 - 5 d B

85d B ( 80dB – 90dB)

92d B ( 90dB – 93dB)

82d B ( 78dB – 86dB)

* Sample sizes less than 5

** For example:  If exposed to a noisy activity for half the recommended daily limit ( e.g. Angle grinder for 10 minutes of a 20 minute daily limit ), any remaining noise
exposure in the day should not exceed half the recommended daily limit for another activity (e.g. A limit of 4 hours instead of 8 hours on a tractor with a radio ).

NB:  Range given is the 95% Confidence Interval of the sample for each type of machinery or activity.

Table: Average noise levels and recommended exposure limits for common
farm machinery / activities (on 48 Australian farms)

Recommended limit of
exposure without the use of

hearing protection.
NB:  Noise exposure risk for each activity

in the day is cumulative toward the
overall noise exposure risk. * *

7 hrs ( 15 mins - 8 hrs+)

7 hrs ( 4 - 8 hrs )

20 mins ( 15 - 30 mins)

2 hrs ( 1 - 5 hrs )

1 hr ( 30 mins - 3 hrs)

18 mins ( 5 mins - 1 hr )

3 hrs ( 40 mins - 8 hrs)

18 mins ( 15 - 30 mins)

3 mins ( 2 - 5 mins )

40 mins ( 15 - 50 mins )

18 mins ( 10 - 20 mins)

3 hrs ( 1- 8 hrs )

6 hrs ( 4  - 8 hrs )

8 hrs ( 6 - 8 hrs )

8 hrs ( 8 - 8 hrs+)

4 hrs - 8 hrs+

8 hrs ( 4 - 8 hrs+)

1 hr

No Limit

8 hrs ( 4 - 8 hrs )

No Safe Exposure

8 hrs ( 4 - 8 hrs )

8 hrs ( 2 - 8 hrs+)

40 mins  - 8 hrs +

2 hrs

15 mins ( 5 -30 mins )

8 hrs ( 1.5 - 8 hrs+)

8 hrs+ ( 8 - 8 hrs+)

1 - 2 mins

5 hrs ( 15 mins - 8 hrs+)

7 hrs ( 4 - 8 hrs )

8 hrs+ ( 8 - 8 hrs+)

7 hrs

4 hrs

No Limit

8 hrs ( 8 - 8 hrs+)

4 hrs - 8 hrs +

8 hrs ( 2 - 8 hrs+)

1 . 5 hrs  (1 - 2 hrs )

8 hrs ( 6 - 8 hrs+)


